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Dialogue On Punjab 


By I.K. Gujral 


T he Third Dialogue on the 
Punjab, convened by the 
'Punjab Group’ was held 
on July 21. It was Chaired 
jointly by Air Chief Marshal Arjan 
Singh (Retd) and me and was 
attended by about fifty persons- 
including representatives of the 
political parties, social activists, 
journalists and concerned citizens 
Views, ai times incongruous 
were expressed frankly and at 
length by several participants. The 
Punjab situation has become more 
complex and difficult of solution 
despite an extended period of 
President’s rule. More sophisti¬ 
cated weapons are being used 
and killings of innocents and atroc¬ 
ities have increased markedly as 
have police repression and atroc¬ 
ities. Corruption has become all 
pervasive. Bitterness and frustra¬ 
tion amongst the people have 
increased. The credibility of the 
Union Government is badly 


erroded. The local administration 
is not responsive to the people's 
complaints and problems and 
there is no accountability. Pakistan 
intervention continues though, 
while it should be understandable, 
may taper off in the next few 
fnonths on account of their domc-s- 


bution to national food reserves 
but at the cost of the Kissan; pro¬ 
curement prices were markedly 
below market prices prevailing in 
other states and an unofficial ban 
was placed on grain movement 
out of the State. Consequently the 
indebtedness of the farmers had 


The situation in Punjab has become more 
complex despite an extended period of 
President's rule. More sophisticated 
weapons are being used now; killings of 
innocents have increased markedly; police 
atrocities have virtually doubled. 


tic problems. In any case it is a 
consequence of the problem and 
not its cause. Economic progress 
in the state is, in keeping with the 
national trend though, on a com¬ 
parable basis, Punjab has not 
done as well as many other states. 
Punjab has made a record contri- 


increased. Some political parties 
speak in different voices at the 
national level and at the state 
level. Elections were generally 
favoured, if Punjab might have 
Parliamentary elections, as indi¬ 
cated by the Home Minister, why 
not Assembly elections/ 


The Anandpur Sahib RdsoLrlori 
was discussed at some length. It 
was generally agreed that while 
the portions demanding devolution 
or powers to all states as well as 
those dealing with economic mat¬ 
ters are broadly acceptable, cer¬ 
tain phrases give cause for 
misunderstanding and apprehen¬ 
sions. It was^herefore^uggested 
that as it was a political and not a 
religious resolution, the Akalis 
should be willing to discuss and 
consider clarification that would 
remove doubts and make it widely 
acceptable, particularly when it is 
claimed that it is not secessionist 
nor disruptive of national unity. 

Inspite of the unsatisfactory sit-, 
uation in the state, on which there 
was general agreement, the 
brightest aspect was that tradi¬ 
tional amity between Hindus and 
Sikhs is abiding. A striking exam¬ 
ple of this was the aftermath of the 
recent tragedy at Moga. 

The following Broad Consensus 
Emerged: 

Continued on'page 4 


‘MUSLIM INDIANS’ CONVENTION 

Organizing The Oppressed 


By Baiju 


■ ■ ■■■or changing the 
* ® face of India" by 

creating an "anti- 
3 status quoist force 
of irresistible power", Mr Syed 
Shahabuddin made an impas¬ 
sioned plea last month. He was 
addressing the inaugural meeting 
of the two-day convention of the 
’Muslim Indians’ organized by him. 
However, many a criticism has! 
arisen from his competitors else¬ 
where in tne land.of religions and 
castes. Mr Shahabuddin is critic¬ 
ised as the trying-to-be Sole 
Spokesman of the Muslims in 
India. And someone has even 
equalled him with the Jinnah of the 
pre-partioned India. Inspite of.ell 
these criticisms, the convention 
has thrown a queringly serious ray 
of light into the state of affair of the 
persecuted religious and linguistic 
minorities in the country. But one 
would have been happy if Mr Sha¬ 
habuddin called the convention by 
some other name barring ‘Muslim 


Indians’—probably, this has been 
the sole reason for even the lib¬ 
erals leaving him in the lurch of 
criticism. 

’Throw a piece of meat to the 
dog, and beat the poor animal if it 
tries to bite it’ is our politico- 
religious tradition. So Mr Shaha- 


auditorium in Delhi passed two 
resolutions dealing with the short¬ 
term and long-term political strat¬ 
egies. While the 700-word long¬ 
term strategy aimed at the ultimate 
"emergence of a national party" 
committed to the principles of 
democracy, secularism and social 


There are only nine Muslims among the 790 
IAS officers and their number is still less in 
the IPS* If the condition of the minority 
representation in senior decision-making 
machines is like this, how will the final 
products be consumable to the thrown-aways? 


buddin could have combined the 
petition page of Muslims with that 
of the other stoics’. He should not 
earn bad reputation for his com¬ 
munity which has already been 
labelled with ’extra-territorial loy¬ 
alties’. 

The convention at Mavalankar 


welfare, the 600-word short-term 
electoral strategy asked the 
Muslim electorate "not to scatter 
their votes at the constituency 
ievel" and vote those alone to 
power who have a good record 
and reputation. 

In the last four decades of Inde¬ 


pendence, the Muslim vote has 
eventuated as a powerful factor in 
the country’s electoral history, and 
most political parties have beer, 
drawing plans to court, woo and, 
if possible, to buy it. Touts appear 
during election periods? to nego¬ 
tiate the Muslim votes which have 
a tendency to vote in 'bulk. The 
Muslim voting percentage is the 
highest. According to the demo¬ 
graphic data prepared by a Jew- 
aharlal Nehru University professor, 
the Muslim vote will be consider¬ 
ably significant in the next general 
elections. Muslims, the study says, 
can make or mar the fortunes of 
any political party in 100 Parlia¬ 
mentary and 600 Assembly con¬ 
stituencies. 70 of these 
Parliamentary seats have been 
identified in UP and Bihar alone— 
''two important states in the so- 
called Hindi belt. The study 
acquires utmost importance in the 
light of intelligence report that the 
Muslim voter has so far not made 
up his mind on the electoral pat¬ 
tern he is likely to follow. 

Continued on page 4 
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Fight Terrorism 
Unitedly 

T his refers to the ghastly mas¬ 
sacre of innocents at Moga 
and subsequent call for bandhs. 
The more the government claims 
that terrorists are on the run, the 
greater the ferocity with which the 
latter strike. Innocent Hindus and 
Sikhs of Punjab are being physi¬ 
cally and economically crushed by 
state and individual terrorism. 

Our human rights organizations 
which miss opportunity to 
denounce state terrorism, and 
rightly so, sometimes prefer to 
ignore the dastardly annihilation 
caused by group terrorism. In fact, 
each brand of terrorism contri¬ 
butes to the growth of the other. 
Further, individual terrorism gives 
the state the pretext to continue 
with its mindless policies in 
Punjab. It is high time the human 
rights organisations earnestly 
mobilised the Hindus and Sikhs of 
Punjab to fight unitedly against all 
forms of terrorism. 

As for bandhs, the BJP has 
been resorting to them frequently 
without achieving the desired 
results. It hardly reacted when 
Muslims were butchered in Mal- 
iana, Hashimpur and elsewhere. It 
seldom reacts when Sikhs are 
shot dead in Punjab. It is also 
unconcerned when landless 
labourers and deprived migrants 
y are silenced by the bullets of the 
police which is in collusion with 
upper caste elements. Is this 
because of its narrow electoral 
interests of garnering Hindu 
votes? 

Bandhs disrupt the socio¬ 
economic fabric. A resourceful 
party like the BJP can certainly 
make adequate arrangements to 
look after the tormented families of 
all such victims, irrespective of 
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their caste or community. That 
would be a more effective method 
of fighting against the anti-people 
policies of the government. 


New Delhi 


Inder Mohan 


India And Sri Lanka 


I t is a fact that the LTTE and Mr. 

Premadasa have worked into a 
new honeymoon. The LTTE has 
become wary of the continuing 
prospect of fighting in the jungles 
and staying away from power as 
long as the IPKF is in battle gear 
in addition to the equally dreaded 
prospect of the rival Tamil organ¬ 
izations enjoying power and con¬ 
solidating the gains of power. It is 
guided by political and military exi¬ 
gencies rather than by any rethink¬ 
ing on the democratic process. 

Mr. Premadasa wants the IPKF 
to go because he feels it gives him 
immediate relief from the JVP 
pressure. He is not worried over 
the would be effects of his miscal¬ 
culation. Our problem is to live with 
his miscalculation without allowing 
it to spill over into the future. 

Our responsibilities have nar¬ 
rowed down, therefore, to the sim¬ 
plest question of protecting the 
Tamils from future JVP onslaughts 
and the NE Council government 
and its various party functionaries 
from the LTTE. This is our moral 
responsibility. But the politics of 
Mr. Premadasa and the LTTE 
does not want the IPKF to stay. 

After two years of sacrifice, we 
are slipping back to the same 
unpleasant status quo ante. 

The Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement 
was signed in an atmosphere of 
international goodwill and consen¬ 
sus. This first round of consensus, 
which is still in vogue, is no longer 
wholly valid in the present fluid sit¬ 
uation. It is becoming prematurely 
old. 

Now we have to go in for a 
second round of consensus. Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi is aiming at this con¬ 
sensus with Sri Lanka while Mr. 
Premadasa is rather tardy in 
coming out of his political shell and 
out into the broader spectrum of 
statesmanship taking into his firm 
grasp the higher meanings of the 
process of history in Sri Lanka. 
Ostensibly an ethnic problem, this 


is in fact the general weakness of 
many o f the Third World nations to 
wean themselves away from the 
old grooves of thinking and to 
apply the meaning of modern polit¬ 
ical science to their masses. 

We have to encourage Mr. 
Premadasa to work jointly for a 
second round of consensus 
though it may not yield any better 
results than the first one embed¬ 
ded in the Agreement. The second 
consensus or the second act will 
also be on probation for some time 
to come as indeed the first has so 
far been. 

Hyderabad 

Prudhvl Sambaslva Raq 

Withdrawal Means 
Betrayal 

T he IPKF, drawn from an army 
which is one of the finest fight¬ 
ing forces in the world, has been 
operating in Sri Lanka under con¬ 
straints and odds but has done a 
splendid job in implementing some 
of the major conditions of the 
Indo-Sri Lankan agreement and in 
giving a sense of security to the 
Tamil Population. This has been 
achieved at great sacrifice. 

India cannot escape her 
responsibilities towards Tamils at 
Mr Premadasa’s orders. That 
would be a betrayal. Any pullout of 
Indian forces at this stage may put 
the hands of the clock back for, 
with its track record, the LTTE 
cannot be trusted. 


Calcutta 


A. GuDta 


Readers are requested to 
send in their letters to the 
Editor, Forum Gazette, 3 
Masjid Road, Jangpura, 
Bhogal, New Delhi 110 
014. Letters may be edited 
for clarity. 


Sound And Furv 


CAG report kahta hai ki Rajiv Gandhi Chor hai.—Opposition slogan 
in the Lok Sabha. 

I have never felt that I have power. 

—Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

'The Prime Minister does not know. He is very ignorant. 

—Mr Jyoti Basu. 

In a country like ours, Mr Jyoti Basu is a myth but we will break it. 
—Mr A. B.A. Ghani Khan Chowdhury. 

The Communists have always stabbed the Opposition in the back 
in the past, but this time they will do so with a vengeance. 

—Jay Dubashi in Organiser. 

Anybody who denigrates the Prime Minister is doing a great dis¬ 
ervice to the nation. 

—Mr H.K.L. Bhagat. 

This Government has already been privatized. 

—Mr. V.P. Singh. 

How can anyone afford to ignore a well-known phoney like V.P. 
Singh? 

—Mr K.K. Tewari. 

It is India’s moral responsibility to restore the arms we surrendered 
and also giye us more. 

—Mr K. Padmanabha, secretary-general of the EPRLF. 

The LTTE may be India’s tactical enemy. But it is India’s natural ally. 
—Mr Rajee Shankar of the EROS. 


In both Ireland and Punjab, there is a lot of free floating angev^3d 
aggression. 

— Mr. J.F. Ribeiro. 

Terrorism will be finished the day it ceases getting respectability. 
—Mr Buta Singh. 

I feel a Muslim party cannot serve the Muslim community. 

—Syed Shahabuddin, MP. 

It will be an insult to the Indian if someone says that votes can be 
bought by spending money. 

—Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

A badly run democracy is preferable to a smoothly functioning auto¬ 
cracy. 

—Mr A.P. Venkateswaran. 

I think perhaps we manage our revolution much more quietly in this 
country. 

—Mrs Margaret Thatcher. 

3 

She (Mrs Thatcher) is going a bit funny. 

—Alan Watkins in The Observer. 

If we push the button for a nuclear programme, of course we can 
produce a nuclear weapon. 

—Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

It is not possible to win a khaki election in the land of Gandhi—I mean 
the other Gandhi. 

— N.C. in Mainstream. 


I NEWSHOUND 
Uss a minister put / 

cm RECOGNIZE HIM/AW 

idea who he is-? 



,'IFYOU PONT RECOGNIZE HIM 
HOW V0‘ J8U KNOW HE 15 

(A MINISTER? 


By Rap 
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42 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE 

Withering 

Nationalism? 
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Opposition 
On The Offensive 


B y resigning en-mass their Lok Sabha seats the oppo¬ 
sition in India / perhaps for the first time.shown not only 
a sign of much needed unity but also its ability to be 
on the offensive. So far in general facing the ruling 
party’s attack in branding the opposition as anti-national it has 
moit or less been on the defensive. This along with character- 
stic disunity in its ranks has not only been a boon for the ruling 
party to behave irresponsibily but also an apprehension about 
the successful and meaningful continuation of the parliamen¬ 
tary democracy in India. 

Unfortunately, inspite of electorates expressed show of matur¬ 
ity, political parties in general have not paid any attention to 
its intelligence and have believed only in caste, communal and 
sectarian calculations. 

Result is that as yet in India no definit party system has 
emerged. Even an all India pattern of electoral alliance has not 
emerged in about 40 years of democratic process. Neither the 
left nor right has shown willingness or capacity to unite. In fact 
nearly all parties have been beset with internal dissensions. None 
has resolved reliable mechanism and workable procedures for 
managing internal conflicts. 

On the other hand universal franchise has not only meant 
moving from elite to mass politics in terms of numbers. It is 
by now clear that frequent and regular elections have served as 
school of political education, steadily raising the level of polit¬ 
ical consciousness. The successful overthrow of entrenched 
regime in several states and even at the centre had the effect 
of accelerating the process of politicisation. 

Masses have proved that they do not lack the spirit of rebel¬ 
lion. Infact they are thrown into struggle by the very logic of 
their social and economic conditions. But their struggle is a frag- 
nented one. It is thus possible for the rulers to get different sec¬ 
tions of the masses to be isolated and defeated. Thus the task 
of the democratic minded is to overcome this fragmentation and 
to seek to unity of all the struggles of the oppressed masses. 

Forthcoming elections once again provide opportunity for the 
democratic-and secular forces to articulate people’s awareness 
and discontent Questions of Comptroller and Auditor Gener¬ 
al’s report and ruling party’s behaviour towards it is not merely 
connected to Bofors pay offs. It has wider ramifications. It shows 
government’s complete disregard for statutory independent 
bodies. It has already shown these intentions with regard to judic¬ 
iary and judicial and other Commissions, be it Misra Commis¬ 
sion or Jain Banerjee Committee. 

Whatever limited rights people have are now at stake. And 
if in the coming elections because of opposition disunity or lack 
of articulation the Congress (I) Comes back to power then it will 
amount to legitimisation of authoritarianism, corruption and all 
that for it stands. After electoral victory such statistics do not 
matter that the winning party had not got the majority share of 
vote. 

It is, therefore, imperative for the opposition to sustain its 
offensive attitude and make all out efforts to achieve maximum 
unity among itself. Democratic process evokes complex patterns 
of actions Mid seemingly unrelated currents of responses towards 
the political system, but its overall import lies in hieghtening 
the political consciousness of the people. It is hoped that the act 
of collective resignations by opposition MP.s will be an impor¬ 
tant catalyst for this. But it needs to be sustained, strengthened 
and consistent 


C elebrating the 42nd 
anniversary of our 
independence while 
we pay our homage to 
the merr.ojy of the martyrs of the 
long years of freedom struggle and 
of the past independence year,we 
have also to think that for what 
those gave their lives, youth or 
comforts and what our values 
today are. 

Later this year, about fifty crores 
of adult population in India will go 
to polls. It is safe to presume that 
the parliamentary elections of 
1989 are surely going to review 
these conditions and take into 
account a host of burning issues 
that have been challenging the 
capabilities of the system. 

Seen in this context Indian 
nationalism identified with anti¬ 
colonialism during the British rule, 
after independence had to dedi¬ 
cate itself to the quite different task 
of nation building. Therefore, par¬ 
liamentary democracy was not just 
to manage the affairs of an estab¬ 
lished system but it was to trans¬ 
form and develop a semifeudal 
society. Democracy, therefore, 
has to be seen beyond just con¬ 
ducting of the elections. 

In this context if one looks at the 
ever increasing defiance of rules 
of democratic process by angry 
and frustrated people at all levels 
of political life, it seems that though 
the superstructure seem to have 
strengthened, the foundations of 
the Indian democracy have pro¬ 
gressively undermined. 

There are several disturbing 
signs in the polity. The pace of 
events is not set by those at the 
helm of national affairs but by a 
determined band of terrorists, 
has been emerging a highly centralized 
iticians, petty operators and man-, 
ipulators. We have a set of leaders 
at various levels who have taken 
to politics not to serve the people 
and the country but as an invest¬ 
ment like any other business pro¬ 
position. 

There has been emerging a 
nexus between politicians, crimi¬ 
nals and bureaucracy. Bereft of 
participation in their own govern¬ 
ment, the people have, increas¬ 
ingly been expressing their 
discontent with the system by 
restoring to protest demonstration 
or violence in the streets. It is not 
merely that political violence has 
alarmingly increased. It is that 
organized bodies of political opin¬ 
ion, right, left and centre, no longer 
accept the constitution as impos¬ 
ing on them rules which ought to 
be obeyed in the interest of ord- 
earfy government and peaceful change. 
The government itself has started 


By A.S. Narang 


'disregarding the statutory inde¬ 
pendent bodies, be it judiciary 
or Comptroller and AuditorT3en- 
eral. 

The framers of the Indian Con¬ 
stitution who were the leaders of 


From the 
seventies there 
has been 
emerging a 
highly 

centralized and 
narrowly 
confined elite 
class that has 
established itself 
in power, lost 
touch with the 
people and 
became 

insensitive and 
non-productive. 
This elite has 
placed a narrow 
interpretation of 
the word 
'democracy', i.e. 
exercising right 
to vote. In fact a 
nuxus between 
these elites, 
criminals and 
bureaucracy has 
been emerging 

V777T 


movement for independence,, 
opted for a participatory democ¬ 
racy to ensure the allegiance of dif¬ 
ferent groups to thasystem. They 
visualized it as an effective tool to 
bring about coalition of disparate 
political forces, viable leadership, 
continuity in public policy, unity 1 
and integrity of country, respons¬ 
ible and responsive administration 


and a political system based on a 
broad consensus. 

But what instead is visible. From 
the seventies, particularly, there 
have been emerging a highly cen¬ 
tralised and narrowly confined elite 
that has established itself in 
power, lost touch with the people 
and became insensitive and non¬ 
productive. This elite has placed a 
narrow interpretation of the word 
‘democracy’ that is people's 
exercising right to vote. 

This right to vote, pooularly 
known as the Universal Adult Suf¬ 
frage, could not really bring to beat 
a proportionate pressure from 
below, in the government or the 
ruling class to implement effec¬ 
tively the social reforms. It has only 
led to the political system adopting 
tactics of maneouv ers, in Order to 
retain the mass base. The elec¬ 
toral Politics have brought forth 
slogans and tobenism a galore, to 
engineer the consent of the elec¬ 
torate for the continuation of the 
system without giving in any way 
to the people an effective power or 
provision for their implementation. 

Therefore, the actual conditions 
either of women or of the sche¬ 
duled castes and tribes have not 
in any way been transformed. In 
fact, quite often, the very exercise 
of the right to vote is in danger due 
to their poverty and oppression 
born out of their social position. 
Purchasing of their votes, threat¬ 
ening them for non-compliance in 
voting and positive action for free 
voting have often endangered not 
merely the suffrage but very live¬ 
lihood and lives of many a poor in 
the village. 

On the other hand the vast 
extent of parallel economy (black 
money) patronised by the rulers 
themselves has, apart from twist¬ 
ing and ruining the direction of 
economic development and 
breeding social crisis, has harmed 
the political process too tremen¬ 
dously. _ 

Is it for this thousands of young 
and old gave their everything 
during struggle for independence? 
Can that hard '.von freedom be 
sustained in these conditions? 
These are the questions which 
people of India are raising today. 

If independence means some¬ 
thing and if that independence has 
to be consolidated then is required 
a new model of society, a society 
based on full respect for human 
liberties, on pluralism on a better 
social deal for all. There has to be 
a new relationship between 
'democracy and the social trans¬ 
formation of society in which 
democracy will find its most com¬ 
plete expression. 
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Punjab Dialogue Organizing Oppressed 


Continued from paae i 

1. Though highly desirable and 
urgently required it seemed that no 
serious effort was being made to 
resolve the vexed problems that 
continue to fester. On the contrary 
there was a serious apprehension 
that this may be used as a "Card" 
for the partisan purposes during 
the polls. Such a move on the part 
of any party would be highly dan¬ 
gerous and would certainly add 
immensely to agony and suffer¬ 
ings of the Punjabis. This must be 
avoided at all cost. 

2. The Punjab crisis is not a 
"Sikh Problem". Both the Hindus 
and the Sikhs are victims of the 
callous killers and criminals. The 
shared suffering of both commun¬ 
ities has, in a way, strengthened 
the fraternal bonds. Compatriots in 
other parts of the country need to 
be adequately informed about it in 
order to seek their understanding 
and to strengthen the nation's 
unity. 

3. The issues arising out of the 
’agonising crisis have now reached 
a stage and assumed a form 
wherein a general consensus 
amongst all Punjabis is well within 
reach. For this not only concerted 
efforts are required but the major 
political parties must try to remove 
such impediments and irritants 
that come in the way of evolving 
a unified response to the crisis. 

4. The country had hoped for 
more than a year now that the 
Government was about to con¬ 
vene an all party meeting at the 
national level to evolve a consen¬ 
sus. The Prime Minister had pub¬ 
licly re-affirmed this in September 
last but there has been no move 
in this direction. Meeting of the 
Cabinet Committee at Chandigarh 
was infractus that ended in a 
whimper. The participants felt that 
such a meeting, though delayed, 
would go a long way to end the 
imbragilo. 

In this context it was suggested 
that a non-official all party confer¬ 
ence should in any case be 
covened by the ‘Punjab Group’. 

5. Political detenues, particu¬ 
larly the leading personalities and 
the innocent young men should be 


released forthwith to induce a suit¬ 
able climate for dialogue and 
search for a durable resolution of 
the crisis. 

6. Recent killings of the news- 1 
'paper hawkers and journalists was 
severely condemned. These 
•attacks on a vital democratic insti¬ 
tution should be seriously viewed 
by the Government and the lead¬ 
ers of the public life. Thwarting of 
the freedom of expression and - 
dissent would do immense harm 
to polity and the minority causes. 

The day long meeting was 
attended by Shree Yash, Former 
Minister; G.S. Dhillon, M.P.,- R.L. 
Bnatia, M.P; Lala Jagan Nath 
(Moga), and Trilochan Singh of the 
Congress (I); S.S. Barnala, Man- 
jeet Singh Khaira, Bakshi Jagdev 
Singh and Capt. Kanwaljeet 
Singh, Dr. Sukh Dev, Ex-MLA of 
Akali Dal (L); Joginder Singh 
Mann, Akali Dal (Mann); Prof. 
Ajaib Singh, Dr. Jaspal Singh 
(UAD); Jathedar Jeevan^fcingh 
Umranagal (Akali Dal); TheBJP 
was represented by K.L. Sharma; 
Dr. Baldev Prakash, and Jaswant 
Singh, M.P; Kripal Singh (Amrit¬ 
sar); Krishan Kant, Yunus Salim 
and Nasib Singh Gill of the Janata 
Dal; Mr. M. Farooqi and J.S. 
Anand of the CPI; G.S. Babbar of 
all India Sikh Conference; Dr. 
Mahip Singh, Prof. A.S. Narang, 
Rajinder Singh, Prof. Amrik Singh, 
Harjinder Singh of the Sikh Forum; 
Canarasi Dass Goel of the Punjab 
Sarvodya Mandal; S.P. Baghi, 
Journalist, Ferozpur; Justice Raj¬ 
inder Sachar (PUCL);, Inder 
Mohan, V.N. Narayanan, Editor, 
Tribune; Ashwani Kumar, Editor; 
Kuldip Nayar Journalist* Prem 
Bhatia, Journalist; Rajinder 
Sareen, Journalist; Harji Mullick, 
B.G. Vergheese, journalist; 
Ambassador Gurbachan Singh; 
Padam Rosha (IPS), Brig. Sukh- 
jeet Singh (Kapurtala), Gian 
Chand, Ferozpur, Nirmal Mukher- 
jee (Former Cabinet Secretary); 
Shiela Gujral (Author); Balwanl 
Singh Khaira, Hoshiarpur; V.A. Pai 
Panandikar (Director CPR); Sat- 
yapal, Social Activist; Teja Singh 
Tiwana (Patiala), Jatinder Singh 
Dhillon (Jullundur). 
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Continued from page 1 

As the convention has tabled 
the economic backwardness of 
the community for vole-selling 
negotiations, the Muslim vote is 
likely to be very dear during this 
election season. It was evident 
from the anguish expressed by a. 
number of young delegates, who 
attended the conference, about 
the deteriorating economic condi¬ 
tion of their community. It-is wal¬ 
lowing in poverty and is passing 
through a phase of depression. 
Muslims in rural areas have not 
had any benefits of the concessi¬ 
ons and other welfare measures 
by the financial institutions mainly 
because they are too backward to 
avail of them. The number of the 
educated Muslim youth in gov¬ 
ernment services is deplorably 
low. There are only nine Muslims 
among the 790 IAS officers and 
their number is still less in the IPS. 

At this juncture one can only 
appreciate Mr Shatiabuddin’s 
asking for more creative and gen¬ 
uine measures, including a parity 
in representation. If the'condition 
of the minority representation in 
the senior .decision-making 
machines is like this, how the final 
products be consumable to the 


thrown-aways? Of course, Muslims 
form only a r very small part of the 
"Beaten-to-a-frazzle 85 percent 
populace in the country. One has 
to tread a long way through the 
Shahabuddin way to analyse the 
40 years of Independence: Equal¬ 
ity before law, equality of oppor¬ 
tunity and universal welfare have 
remained distant dreams; and 
inter-group, inter-corrimunity, 
inter-caste and inter-regional dis¬ 
parities have widened. The sec¬ 
ular order is today under siege by 
the chauvinist, revivalist and fun¬ 
damentalist forces which consti¬ 
tute, in their totality, a serious 
threat to the future of the nation; 
the widening gap between percept 
and practice, between constitu¬ 
tional safeguards and their imple¬ 
mentation which has resulted in a 
state-.of psychic insecurity— 
physical, cultural and economic— 
in the minorities as well as in the 
weaker sections yyith all their psy¬ 
chological consequences; the 
administrative machinery has 
been largely infiltrated by commu¬ 
nal elements and monopolized by_ 
a few caste groups, resulting in a 
persistent pattern of discrimination 
in public employment against the 
religious and linguistic minorities 


_and against lower fcaste groups; 
the state machinery, the electronic 
media and the educational system 
have been exploited, consciously 
or unconsciously, to propagate the 
Hindu rather than the composite 
Indian culture and, what is worse, 
to promote the religious ethos of 
the majority community; most polit¬ 
ical parties have supported the 
status quo or served as the 
instrument for the dominance of 
some social groups, or acquired 
an elitist orientation, or aligned 
themselves with vested interests, 
or even at times entered into alli¬ 
ance with the anti-secular forces. 

Mr Shahabuddin is right when 
he says that the secular elements 
in all political parties have to be 
mobilized in defence of the Sec¬ 
ular Order and in protection of the 
religious and linguistic minorities. 
But even he should understand 
that an avowedly secular organi¬ 
zation should fight for the rights, it 
should pot be organized on the 
basis of caste or religion. If such 
an organization comes into being, 
the present political parties, of 
‘high caste or elitist people’, driven 
by selfish electoral calculations will 
be well aware of the threat poised 
by the 85 percent. ,y. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 


FORUM 


Ex-Jodhpur Detenues 


By Our Own 
Correspondent 


‘Disappear’ 


T he government released 
most of the Jodhpur 
detenues because of the 
unprecedented pressures 
exerted on it by public opinion 
mobilized by various human rights 
as well as civil liberties organiza¬ 
tions throughout the world. How¬ 
ever, the fate of the released 
detenues continues to be sore. 


All the right-thinking people and 
organizations concerned of human 
rights and dignity of human life are 
much agitated over this ruthless 
and barbaric act of the govern¬ 
ment. In a press release issued by 
the Peoples’ Rights Organization 
(PRO), which is known for its 
human rights activities, expressed 
its deep concern over the disap¬ 
pearance of ex-Jodhpur detenue 


Police and intelligence agencies Mr Kulwinder Singh ‘Kinda’ of vil- 


watch them day and night like the 
Big Brother. Privacy of life is no 
longer a matter of concern for 
these ex-detenues. What they 
atleast require is freedom from 
unnecessary torture. Police hatch 
fake encounters with those deten¬ 
ues whom they want to kill, and 
declare the innocents as terrorists. 
This is a fact that even Mr Ribeiro, 
the Punjab Police Chief, admits. 


lage Dhaul of Amritsar in Punjab. 
The press release said the PRO 
along with other human rights 
organizations have taken initiative 
on the matter of the "unjust and 
unlawful detention without trial of 
the 365 Jodhpur detenues, who 
have since been released, except¬ 
ing four or five persons including 
the chief accused Mr Harminder 
Singh Sandhu." 


The communicate appealed the 
Governor of Punjab, Mr S.S. Ray 
to do his utmost to rehabilitate the 
erstwhile Jodhpur detenues, "by 
providing them with jobs, loans, 
houses and other necessities. In 
fact, they should have been hand 
somely compensated by the gov 
ernment for their four-and-a-half 
years of incarceration without trial. 
Little seems to have been done 
regarding their rehabilitation, 
except that the government has 
given some of them a paltry sum 
of Rs. 3000, and no other com¬ 
pensation has ever been thought 
of. On the contrary, according to 
reliable information received by us 
(PRO), the government in some 
cases is persecuting some of the 
detenues, harrassing, torturing or 
intimidating them and even, as 
alleged, killing them in so-called 


encounters or making them 'dis¬ 
appeared'. 

"To be specific, we would like to 
draw your kind attention to the 
recent case of 'disappearance' of 
Mr Kulwinder Singh ‘Kinda’, a 27 
year old, innocent and non-political 
poor peasant from village Dhaul. 
Mr Kinda, an erstwhile Jodhpur 
detenue, had gone to the Golden 
Temple, Amritsar, as a pilgrim for 
the Gurupurab in June 1984, and 
was apprehended by the Indian 
Army after the Operation Bluestar. 

"On 20 June 1989, the police 
came to Kinda’s village at midnight 
and took him away illegally, with¬ 
out an arrest warrent or any other 
proper documents to the CIA Inter¬ 
rogation Centre, located at the 
B.R. Model School, Amritsar. 
Kinda was kept there upto 23 
June, interrogated and tortured, 



"Five Years Of Detention Strengthened 

■! Our Determination" oresident Bhai M; 


i m 

i 


D r. Manjit Singh Bhama, a 
released detenue, has stated 
that he used to serve the Panth 
under the guidance of Sant Bhin- 
deranwale. Chief of the Damdami 
Taxal and the president of the 
Federation Bhai Amrik Singh and 
he was staying in the Harmandir 
Sahib premises according to their 
dL^rtes. He further stated as 
LVer: 

"On the 4th June 1984 the 
Jawans of Indian Army had 
attacked the Darbar Sahib with 
tanks and guns. On the morning 


interrogations by different intelli¬ 
gence agencies. We were treated 
as slaves. 

"If I narrate the tales of atrocities 
perpetrated on us in Jodhpur jail, 
it would take a long time. In short, 
it may be explained that the inhu¬ 
man treatment accorded to us and 
‘the torture inflicted upon us by the 
Indian government in that jail had 
made us to feel how we were 
treated as slaves in a free coun¬ 
try. In the same jail we were gov¬ 
erned by two different laws. We 
could not meet each other. Only 
our blood relations could meet us 
in the jail, whereas in the cases of 
other prisoners anybody could 
meet them. Formerly, we used to 
hear about diplomatic policies of 
the government, but in the Jodh¬ 
pur jail, we saw with our own eyes 
that the government could stoop 
down to a contemptible and 
deplorable extent to humiliate and 
repress the Sikhs. Sikhs brought 


Amrik Singh have disappeared, 
yet their memory and spirit are 
fresh in our minds. We are proud 
of Bhai Manjit Singh’s firmness 

and straight forwardness. We are 
still prepared to render any sacri¬ 
fice if required to do so by the 
chiefs of Damdami Taxal Baba 


Thakur Singh and Federaton’s 
president Bhai Manjit Singhnn the 
existing circumstances only Fed¬ 
eration can provide political gui¬ 
dance to old people. All the young 
men are requested by the Fede¬ 
ration that they should out aside 
their differences and grievances 
and help Bhai Manjit Singh in his 
efforts for the unity and strength of 
the Federation". 


and according to other inhabitants 
of this Interrogation Centre, Kinda 
was transferred by the police on 
that day to another CIA Interroga¬ 
tion Centre, located at Mai Mandi, 
Amritsar. 

"Police deny they ever took 
Kinda away from his village. 
Kinda’s family has no information 
about his whereabouts. For’ all 
practical purposes, Kinda has ‘dis¬ 
appeared’. But, according to a 
policeman, who would not like to 
be named or identified, Kinda was 
killed by the Punjab Police in a 
so-called 'encounter' at Majitha 
Road, Amritsar, on the night of 
23rd June, and then cremated by 
them on the same night. 

"As a sequel to the above case, 
some more of the erstwhile Jodh¬ 
pur detenues were arrested and 
interrogated by the police without 
any shred of evidence against 
them. The police is meanwhile 
looking for another ex-Jodhpur 
detenue Mr. Bhagwan Singh, a 26 
year old non-political middle class 
peasant from Kinda’s neighbour¬ 
ing village Manawala, who had 
become Kinda’s friend while being 
together at Jodhpur Central 
Jail—and there is a definite appre¬ 
hension that Bhagwan Singh may 
also ‘disappear’ any day or be 
killed in another staged 
‘encounter’." 

.In the statement issued by Dr 
Aurobindo Ghose, General Secre¬ 
tary, PRO, Delhi, expressed hope 
that the Governor would give due 
attention to his organization’s con¬ 
cern. 


Tales of Jodhpur Jail 




of the 6th June, we were arrested 
from the langarol late Master Tara 
Singh. The Army jawans had rec¬ 
ognized Bhai Manjit Singh, presi¬ 
dent, Sikh Students Federation, 
.and separated him from others. 
Then they had beaten us and 
taken to Army camps in buses. 
There in room No. 22 we, 35 
Singhs, were locked up. On the 
5th of July ’84 I was sent to Lud¬ 
hiana Model Jail along with my 
other colleagues, where interroga¬ 
tion was conducted by different 
government agencies. This conti¬ 
nued till 6th October, then I was 
detained under N.S.A. and send to 
Nabha jail. In the Nabha jail and 
Ladha Kothi we were put under 


from Punjab jre admonished 
and confined to barracks. 

"Our five years’ detention had 
further more strengthened our 
determinations. We have no 
desire for government service or 
any compensation. We had faced 
the government punishment with 
a motive to serve the Panth and 
the sake of the government. We 
will not back out from further 
remaining in jail, if there arises any 
necessity in future. 

"Formerly also for the sake of 
the success and progress of the 
Federation with which I was 
associated, I had made a contri¬ 
bution according to my capacity. 
Although, personalities like Bhai 
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WOMEN 


A Boost To Women 
Enterprises 

By Pramod S. Bhatnagar 


W omen have always 
played a vital role in 
our national life. In 
fact, in few countries 
do women hold higher positions in 
public life than in India. Women’s 
role in our independence struggle 
is well known. We have had an 
outstanding woman as Prime 
Minister and some women as 
Chief Ministers. Over the last few 
years, women have made signifi¬ 
cant strides in the field of educa¬ 
tion and public services. Women 
top the lists of school and univer¬ 
sity results. We have today 
women administrators, women 
police officials and women pilots. 

Women Working At 
Disadvantage 

T hese, however, are excep¬ 
tions. The percentage of 
women in the total workforce is 
much lower than their percentage 
in the total population. Further, 90 
per cent of the women workforce 
is in the decentralized sector. They 
continue to slog under poor work¬ 
ing conditions and on a wage 
which hardly is sufficient to meet 
bare necessities. While the 
women in urban areas have 
access to the organized sector, 
the large majority of them get 
employment only as temporary 
workers. Their terms of employ¬ 
ment are not always on par with 
male workers, in spite of legislative 
provisions. 


Improvement In Women’s 
Condition 

A s a positive step for improving 
the economic status of 
women, it is proposed to give 30 
per cent representation to them in 
Panchayati Raj institutions. Then 
again specific allocations have 
been made for women under the 
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana. A 
National Advisory Committee on 
Women has also been set up 
under the chairmanship of the 
Prime Minister. 

A national perspective plan for 
women has been drawn up. The 
plan is a comprehensive docu¬ 
ment covering various aspects 
including employment and train¬ 
ing, support services, education, 
participation in decision-making as 
also action by voluntary agencies. 
The Government of India has set 
up in 1986, a Standing Committee 
at the national level, to make rec¬ 
ommendations to the Government 
on various policies and pro¬ 
grammes required for supporting 
women entrepreneurs and tapping 
their talents for the growth of the 
economy. Many of the state Gov¬ 
ernments have set up Women 
Development Corporations to help 
poor women working in the cot¬ 
tage, village and household indus¬ 
tries. 

Women Upliftment 

T he Industrial Development 
Bank of India (IDBI) and 
nationalised banks have recently 
launched special schemes for 
women entrepreneurs. IDBI has 


given' significant assistance to 
voluntary agencies working for 
women in the decentralised 
sector. More and more public 
sector banks are introducing spe¬ 


cial schemes for them. A unique 
feature of such schemes is the 
provision of a total package to 
women entrepreneurs, comprising 
not only financial assistance but 
also counselling and escort servi¬ 
ces. These schemes have 
received encouraging response 
from women entrepreneurs and 
several enterprises have started 
operating. 


Traditional Prejudices 

A s per traditional notions there 
are certain things that women 
can do and several things they 
cannot do, at least as well as men. 
One such notion is that women 
should take up only certain tradi¬ 
tional enterprises like food proces¬ 
sing, cosmetics, fashion garments 
and beauty parlours. However, 
women have defied that and have 
ventured into all areas of human, 
activity. Women have entered the 
area of selected products in elec¬ 
tronics like printed circuit boards, 
floppy discs, engineering, plastics, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, elc- 
tricals, etc. and have established 
that there is practically no differ¬ 
ence between men and women 
entrepreneurs. Women possess' 
some special attributes like pati¬ 
ence, perseverance, imagination, 
design sense and skill in money 
management. They have also a lot 
of business acumen. 

Women In Traditional Jobs 


A large number of women in 
rural and semi-urban areas 
are engaged in a variety of tradi¬ 
tional activities like making handi¬ 
crafts. Even injarge metropolitan 
areas a significant percentage of 
women is engaged in handicrafts. 
These women are hard working 
and skilled and their handiworks 
are in great demand. 


Assistance Necessary 

T hese women require a total 
assistance package compris- 


number of voluntary agencies 
h^ye succeeded in improving the 
lot of this target group by adopting 
comprehensive approach. These 
agencies have also an in-built flex¬ 


ing training for skill-upgradation, 
exposure to new product-designs 
and technologies and support in 
the vital areas of marketing and 
overall project management. A 


ibility to respond quickly to the 
special needs of women in this 
sector. Banks can therefore work 
out suitable ' assistance pro¬ 
grammes in consultation with and 


active collaboration with such 
voluntary agencies. Banks can 
also obtain a group guarantee in 
such cases instead of individual- 
guarantees as group guarantee 
provides a better safety cover for 
banks. 

Women entrepreneurs in the 
decentralised sector generally 
require very strong support in 
terms of market net-work and live 
communication channels with 
market trends and preferences. 
The importance of these aspects 
cannot be under-estimated in 
areas like food-processing, 
garment-making, handicrafts and 
other home-based industrial activ¬ 
ities. The success achieved by an 
organisation like Lijjat Papad in 
this regard is worthy of emulation. 
Financial institutions and banks 
can assist and encourage the 
creation of such market support 
agencies, for improving viability of 
their assisted units. 

Infrastructure support is another 
need of women entrepreneurs 
both in organised and un¬ 
organised sectors. Industrial 
estates are effective instruments 
for generating growth. There 
should be special industrial 
estates for women entrepreneurs 
in large towns and cities as also 
tailor-made industrial estates 
exclusively for women engaged in 
cottage industries in smaller towns 
and villages. 
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Smiling Gangaram is proud of 
his profession. 

A profession that feeds the 
nation. 

A profession that gets him a 
good income. 

Gone are the days when 
agriculture was a stagnant 
avocation, a losing 
proposition. 

Free India saw to it that the 
farmers get their due. Better 
seeds, irrigation facilities, 
power, fertilizer, pesticides - all 
at subsidised rates. 

Timely credit and good price 
for the produce were ensured. 
Farmers fully made use of the 
facilities. 



Toil and technology combined 
to ush£r in the Green 
Revolution. 

Today India's foodgrain 
production is touching the 170 
million tonne mark -120 
million tonnes more than in 
mi.j 


Progress that Makes Us Proud 
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Infrastructure support is needed for women entrepreneurs 
both in organized and unorganized sectors. Industrial 
estates are effective instruments for generating growth. 
There should be special industrial estates for women 
entrepreneurs in large towns and cities as also tailor-made 
industrial estates exclusively for- women engaged in cottage 
industries in smaller towns and villages 
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Patriotic Or Unpatriotic? 




F or staying in power the 
government of India 
is knowingly, but 
spontaneously, doing the 
crime of propagating the ideology 
of Khalistanism. So far no Sikh 
organization (not even the banned 
ones) in India came out publicly 
with the Khalistan doxy. The gov¬ 
ernment’s mishandling of the sit¬ 
uation and the careless use of the 
word 'Khalistan’ would prove fatal 
to the national integrity. The gov¬ 
ernment’s psychological war 
through propaganda and human 
rights violations through state ter¬ 
rorism and discriminatory treat¬ 
ment of minority communities may 
help it sojourn in carte blanche, but 
would be murdering Indian nation- 
overthrow the government - 
calling Mr Jethmalani a 'Khalistan 
agent’. He is beyond the under¬ 
standing of most of the congress¬ 
men. A man thinking above the 
religious circumvallation. 

Meeting 'bashers of India’ in 
Washington is, of course, not a 
patriotic act. But digging out what 
made them 'bashers’ cannot 
^always be unpatriotic. As far as the 
,-goverment of India is concerned, 
Senator Wally Herges is consid¬ 
ered as the most inimical human 
being in the United States. One 
may wonder if he comes to know 
about the crimes that Mr Herges 
did against India. The latest in the 
series is proposing an amendment 
calling for an end to all US devel¬ 
opment assistance to India unless 
President George Bush could 
guarantee to Congress that India 
had taken action against every 
Indian police officer involved in 
rape and other atrocities against 
Sikh women. The Indian govern¬ 
ment’s stand, it seems, suggests 
that to Indian standards punishing 
police officer for raoe and killing is 


By Our Own Correspondent 


absurd as if they are ordinary hap¬ 
penings. 

Another ‘basher’ that Mr Jeth¬ 
malani contacted during his tour 
was Mr Dan Burton from Indiana. 
Mr Burton did a 'very serious 
crime’against India by introducing 
a resolution jn the US Congress 
last year attacking India for alleged 
human rights violation in Punjab. 
Again, human rights violations are 
the main stay that help the gov¬ 
ernment swim. Of course, alleging 
India for human rights violations is 
nothing less than attempting to 
throwing-away the government— 
a very serious crime! 

Besides meeting the 'India 
bashers’ in the US, Mr Jethmalani 
also made an 'anti-India’ speech 
at one of the gurdwaras in London. 
Excerpts from the speech, which 
are labelled as most unpatriotic, 
made in the Southall gurdwara 
and published in the June 9 issue 
of Des Pardez '\s reproduced here 
for our readers to analyse and 
judge whether it is really 'anti- 
India' or not: 

"Sikhs should unite to avenge 
the bloodshed of minority Sikhs by 
defeating the corrupt government 
of Rajiv Gandhi in the forthcoming 
elections. The present Congress 
government of Rajiv Gandhi, in 
disregard to all sacred norms of 
law and justice, had staged an 
anti-Sikh wave just to secure the 
Hindu vote in the forthcoming elec¬ 
tions. For the second time in these 
elections, Rajiv Gandhi wants to 
take advantage of his mother’s 
death". 

Referrring to his action of 
defending Kehar Singh and Balbir 


© Dissolve 
The Lok Sabha 
To Ascertain 
People's View 


A t a seminar organized by the 
Sikh Forum, participants 
expressed their deep concern of 
the continuous deterioration of 
democratic norms and disregard 
of statutory independent institu¬ 
tions like judiciary, Comptroller 
and Auditor General’s office, etc. 
by the ruling party. In this situation 
it feels that the opposition parties 
were left with no choice but to 
resign from Lok Sabha to prick the 
conscience of the ruling party and 
bring the issue before the people. 

The Sikh Forum also welcomes 
the different Akali groups joining 
the opposition stand, it hopes that 
they will make use of this oppor¬ 
tunity to forge a long term unity 


Singh in the Indira Gandhi murder 

case, he said, "I have not done a 
favour to anyone, but only my duty 
towards the Sikh cause. I will con¬ 
tinue to serve the Sikh panth till my 
last breath. 

"As long as Fiajiv Gandhi 
remains in power, the bloodshed 
in Punjab will not come to an end. 
The flames will rise higher. I will 
also continue to expose the false 


court cases and fake police 
encounters perpetrated by the 
government against the Sikhs. 

"If my party comes to power in 
the general elections, then all the 
culprits responsible for the 1984 
riots will be exposed and brought 
to justice, and the families of the 
victims will be given proper justice. 

. "To discredit the Sikhs in 
Punjab, gangs of government- 


backed anti-social elements mas¬ 
sacre innocent people under the 
cover of darkness and blacken the 
name of the Sikhs. The wave of 
excesses darken and blacken the 
name of the Sikhs. This wave o 
excesses against the Sikhs will not 
stop until the present governrrient 
is ousted from power. 

"Disunity among the Sikhs is 
responsible for this present wave 
of excesses and as long as the dif¬ 
ferent factions of Sikhs remain 
disunited, they will continue to get 
this beating”. 


among themselves. The Sikh 
Forum also urges upon all forma¬ 
tions including the various Akali 
Dal factions to make necessary 
amendments in their regulations to 
confront to these ideals and exert 
political pressure through demo¬ 
cratic channels. A secular demo¬ 
cratic India is in the interest of all 
including minorities. 

The Sikh Forum calls uponTor 
immediate dissojution of the Lok 
Sabha and holding of fresh elec¬ 
tions to ascertain the people’s 
view. It calls upon all democratic 
minded people and organizations 
to actively intervene and work for 
rejuvenation of democratic institu¬ 
tions and values. 


Discover the love of 
young generation 



With Best Compliments from 
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New Delhi 110 048 
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CENTRES 


By Asgflar Ali Engineer 

W hat happened in 
Karbala in 64 A.H. 
was not merely an 
ordinary event. It 
was also not a struggle for power 
as some historians try to see it. It 
was a fight for revolutionary prin¬ 
ciples of Islam, to say the least, 
the battle of Karbala should not 
be seen merely as a chance 
occurence in the year 64 A.H. It 
has to be seen as a struggle which 
Was continuing since the begin¬ 
ning of Islam, i.e. the struggle 
between good and evil to employ 
a theological idiom and a struggle 
between status-quoist and revolu¬ 
tionary forces, to employ a politi¬ 
cal idiom. 

In order to understand the real 
nature of tragedy of Karbala, we 
will have to understand the real 
nature of teachings of Islam and 
its praxis in its early years. Islam 
should not be seen merely as a 
religious movement in theological 
sense, it did not merely preach 
spiritual practices and relationship 
between humans and God but 
much more than that. It in fact 
preached revolutionary concept of 
equality of whole of mankind, 
equality of sexes and principle of 
social justice. It strongly urged all 
to fight against zulm oppression 
and wrong-doing. Its whole thrust 
was revolutionary overthrow of a 
social set up based on zulm, i.e. 
on exploitation and injustice. 

Its very fundamental call was 
Allahu Akbar, i.e. the God is great¬ 
est. This should not be seen 
merely as a theological doctrine 
ot supremacy of God but also as 
a revolutionary principle that no 
human being can claim such a 
position of supremacy over other 
human beings. The suprer., 
power rests with God, not with 
humans. No human being can 
dominate other human being. No 
human being can bow before 
another human being. They are all 
equal. Thus when Bilal, an eman¬ 
cipated negro slave, called the 
faithfuls for prayer with the shout 
of Allahu Akbar, he in fact was 
proclaiming no human being, 
white or back, Arab or non-Arab, 
Jew or Christian, can claim sup¬ 
remacy over the other. They are all 
equal before Allah. 

similarly the Islam’s basic con¬ 
cept of tawhid (unity of God) was 
also not merely a metaphysical 
doctrine; it is also the revolution¬ 
ary principle of unity of all people 
created by Allah. All human beings 
are equal before Allah and among 
themselves. Unity of Allah urges 
them all to develop unity of man 
kind. All are His creatures. If at all 
they are divided, they are divided 
on the basis of nationality, tribe 
and race not to fight among them-> 
selves and destroy peace and 
harmony, but such a division facil¬ 
itates recognition and identity. 
Thus when Bilal said Allahu Akbar, 
he called upon all human beings 
to stand united and do away with 
their mutual fights. Allah is the 
greatest who has created human 


beings. All of them have to stand 
before him united, if they effec¬ 
tively believe in His unity. 

Quran, through Prophet 
Muhammad proclaimed the uni¬ 
versal principle of economic, social 
and religious justice. Allatv 
through the Prophet who was his 
chosen creature (mustafa) 
ordained all to do justice as it was 
closest to piety. Thus Allah pro¬ 
claimed that no one can be pious 
unless one does justice. Allah 
called Himself as Just (Adil). How 
can then His creatures, that is 
what the humans are, can be 
unjust and yet claim to worship 
Him? Thus when Bilal called out 
Allahu Akbar what he was pro¬ 
claiming was that "creatures of 
Allah, be just to each other; do not 
exploit each other; do not take 
away what rightfully belongs^ to 
'others; do not expropriate others of 
their labour, their hard work". For 
how can you be unjust to each 
other and yet congregate to wor¬ 
ship Him? 

Allah also proclaimed through 
His Prophet that fight against injus¬ 
tice, against zulm. He even said 
you are not permitted to fight but 
when wronged, when exploited, 
when oppressed and when 
deprived of your rights, why should 
you not fight. Allah says when all 
this (s happening around you, in 
your own town, in your own coun¬ 
try or in your own world how can 
you put up with an oppressive 
social and political structure and 
yet claim to be my faithful ser¬ 
vants? If you are my good ser¬ 
vants, you must fight against 
oppression. I promise to make the 
weaker and the oppressed (mus- 
tad'ifin) the inheritors of this earth 
and its leaders. 

Thus when Bilal, the black slave 
emancipated by the Prophet 
called out Allahu Akbar, he pro¬ 
claimed to the humanity to stand 
up, get united and fight against all 
forms of oppression, at home or 
abroad. How can you remain aloo* 
when people are being oppressed 
or be part of it and still claim to 
worship Allah. If you really want to 
worship Him, if you really accept 
His greatness, if you really are 
faithful to Him, you will have to 
abide by His injunction to fight 
against oppression, against exploi¬ 
tation and against deprivation of 
the weaker sections of the society. 

Islamic revolution not only tried 
to overthrow the unjust status quo, 
it also elevated status of women. 
They were proclaimed equal to 
man in humanity and were given 
dignified status as full individuals, 
masters of their own destiny, exer¬ 
cising full rights on their property, 
claimant in inheritance from par¬ 
ents as well as husbands and full 
participants in the social, eco¬ 
nomic and political processes. Sex 
was treated as creative and pur¬ 
posive and not permitted to be 
reduced to mere lust. When 
reduced to mere lust it was sought 
to be severely punished. This 
further elevated the status of 

women who have been tradition 
ally treated as objects of mere lust. 
However, Islam did' not treat sex 
as sin; not only this it recognised 





Islam should not be 
seen merely as a 
religious movement 
in the thelogical 
sense. It did not 
merely preach 
spiritual practices 
and relationship 
between humans 
and God but much 
more than that. It, 
in fact, preached 
revolutionary 
concept of equality 
of whole of 
mankind, equality 
of sexes and 
principle of social 
justice. It strongly 
urged all to fight 
against zulm and 
wrong-doing. Its 
whole thrusf was 
revolutionary 
overthrow of a 
social set up based 
on zulm. All human 
beings are equal 
before Allah and 
among themselves. 
Unity of Allah 
urges them all to 
develop unity of 
mankind. All are 
His creatures. 


active sexuality of women too and 
gave them the right to claim 
divorce, if their husbands did not 
possess' - 'xual potency. 

Thus when Bilal called the faith¬ 
fuls for prayer from the minaret, he 
called out Allahu Akbar and pro¬ 
claimed if you are believer in His. 
greatness, you should also believe 
in greatness of His creature even 
if it be a woman. Man and woman 
are two sides of His creative act; 
one cannot be separated from the 
other, much less made unequal. 
Respect woman as much as man. 
Give her equal status to man and 
while obliging her to perform cer-. 
tain duties, give her what is her 
due. Her rights are equal to her 
obligations. Woman should, in no 
way, be treated as lesser creature. 

Thus we see that while Islamic 
theology proclaimed unity of Allah, 
Islamic polity sought to establish 
unity of mankind. While Allah was 
sailed Just by the holy Quran, the 
Prophet and his companions 
sought to create a just and exploi¬ 
tationless society. While the Quran 
proclaimed war (Jihad) against 
oppressors, the Prophet and his 
companions engaged themselves 
in battles against all those who 
oppressed the weak and the 
exploited. Thus revolutionary 
Islamic theology developed an 
equally revolutionary polity in 
Mecca, Medina and other parts of 
Arabia whose societies were 
sought to be transformed from 
decadent, stagnant societies to 
dynamic, change-oriented and 
progressive societies. Slaves, toil¬ 
ing people and other lower sec¬ 
tions of society who were treated 
as scum of the society, were given 
equal and dignified status with 
others. All those who believed in 
Allah and His messenger acquired 
equal status. Those who were 
pious were nearest to Allah and 
piety lay, as pointed out before, in 
following all the revolutionary doc¬ 
trines, religious as well as social, 
theological as well as political, 
which were proclaimed by 
Muhammad, the Messenger of 
Allah. 

L ike any other revolution, Islamic 
revolution also met with stiff 
resistance from vested interests 
both religious as well as economic 
and political. Muhammad met with 
fierce opposition not only from the 
leaders of old religious order in 
Mecca like priests or kahins (ora¬ 
cles) but also from rich merchants 
of Mecca who dominated both 
economic and political scene in 
that town. Muhammad and his 
companions, many of whom came 
from weaker sections like his 
emancipated slave Bilal, had to 
face great deal of inhuman perse¬ 
cution from these vested interests. 
Ultimately many of Prophet’s 
companions had to migrate from 
Mecca and then the Prophet him¬ 
self left and went to Medina. There 
too he was not left in peace by the 


intrigues of powerful vested inter¬ 
ests. Such interests in Medina, 
chiefly represented by Jewish, 
leaders who controlled Medinese 
economy (both agricultural and 
urban), conspired with their coun¬ 
terparts in Mecca and the Prophet 
and his companions, who were 
great revolutionary activists of their 
time, had to fight for defence of 
their revolution. Thus it was in 
Medina that the Prophet was per¬ 
mitted by Allah to wage war 
against the enemies of Islamic 
revolution who were conspiring 
with all their might to destroy it. 
They were permitted not by way of 
aggressive intentions, but only in 
defence of revolutionary Islamic 
doctrines. 

The case or Abudhar Ghifari is 
much well known in this respect. 
Abudhar Ghifari was one of the 
most trusted companions of the 
Prophet who was trained under 
him. He was highly committed to 
Islamic principle and was against 
accumulation of wealth. He often 
recited the Quranic verse which 
strongly denounces accumulation 

--- 5 ^— 

On 10th of Maham 
followers died, but L 
all Islam was more in 
than few lives. The 
physically dead, are s 
are known as s/jk/ 
witnesses. Are they 
today what they died 
principles not eternal 

of gold and silver and tho°" who 
do have been warned of^inful 
punishment. Abudhar recited this 
verse before anyone who was 
after accumulation of wealth and 
even refused to embrace them or 
shake hand with them. He wanted 
people in general and the Pro¬ 
phet’s companion in particular to 
spend their surplus wealth in the 
way of Allah as laid down in the 
holy Quran. He himself neither 
accumulated wealth nor did he 
accept any office in the powerful 
Islamic establishment. 

He was particularly against Amir 
Mu’awiyah v. >o was emerging as 
a parallel power centre in Damas¬ 
cus in the west. He took to the 
ways of Roman emperors which 
were in difect conflict with the sim¬ 
plicity and equality emphasised by 
Islam. The Prophet himself did not 
allow his companions to imitate 
the ways of the Byzantines or the 
Sassanids. He strictly forbade his 
companions to prostrate before 
him as people used to before the 
Byzantine and Sassanid emper¬ 
ors. No human being can claim 
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faithfuls). The very idea was ary struggle against Yazid as there 
abhorring to them. And it was was none else more eminently 
much more so as far as Imam suited to do so. Husain knew 
Husain was concerned. Imam about the treachery of the people 
Husain’s was an exemplary of Kufa with "Ali and Hasan yet he 
Islamic character to be envied by had no other place to turn to. He 
anyone. He had spent his child- sent his emissary Ibn Muslim to 
hood with the Prophet himself and Kufa while he waited in Mecca for 
thus he had imbibed best of the his emissary to return and inform 
Islamic traditions. His commitment him about the situation there, 
to Islamic revolution was second However, Yazid’s forces were 
to none. keeping a watch over his move- 

How can he then accept Yazid ment and Husain sensed they 

as the commander of the faithfuls niight reach him in Mecca itself, 

or in other words commander of He, therefore, left Mecca before 
the Islamic revolutionaries. He was performing hajj and without wait- 
very negation of Islamic revolution. ' n 9 * or ^' s em i ssar y t° return. 
Moreover, Yazid was nominated in He learnt on his way to Kufa that 
flagrant violation of the treaty his emissary and his two children 
which Husain’s elder borther had ^ ad deen killed. The people of 
signed with Mu’awiyah. It was not Kufa did not behave unexpectedly 

only that his brother was treacher- While their leaders were either 

ously killed so that Yazid may be bought over or killed and their fol- 

installed«Husain certainly could not lowers, out of fear, turned their 

compromise on Islamic principle faces away from Husain. Many of 

and accept the concept of mulu- Husain s followers left him at this 
kiyat (kingship) as opposed to the critical juncture. He was left with 
Islamic concept of khilafat (i.e. on 'y bandful of companions who 
succession to the Prophet in keep- bad committed thems' lives to die 
ing with the revolutionary princi- fighting for keeping Islamic revolu- 

ples of Islam). Accepting Yazid t ' on a *' ve - a P ar * f rom bis family, 

would amount to accepting members. Husain was determined 
counter-revolution which Husain to march towards Kufa rather than 
could never do. He did not want * urn back. For a revolutionary 
Islamic society to go back to pre- there is no turning back anyway 
Islamic period of jahiliyah (ignor- He was well aware of dangers but. 
ance). Whatever revolutionary dangers do not deter revolution- 
changes Islam had brought would aries like him. His sole concerni 
be totally negated. Human equal- now was to keep the banner of, 
ity would be replaced by narrow Islam aloft, to prevent Islamic 
tribal loyalties, human being will be society from regressing back into 
enslaved by another human being, jahiliyah. Personal and his dear 
principle of social justice would be and near ones’ safety was no con- 
negated, the voice of AllahuAkbar sideration anymore. It was in 
would be replaced by malik Akbar danger anyway wherever he went, 
(king is great), a human being will Why care for it then? 
be compelled to pay obesaince to He was surrounded by the 
another human being, women forces of Obaidullah bin Ziyad, the 
would be degraded to be object of new governor of Kufa, and not 
lust once again and principle of permitted to proceed to Kufa. The 
lawhir 1 (unity of God and unity of place he was stopped in was 
his creatures) would be negated known as Karbala and was in Iraq, 
for ever. Bait al-Mal (State Trea- ‘Umar ibn S’ad led Yazid's forces, 
sury) would no longer be the prop- Husain was not persuaded to go 
erty of people held in trust by the to Kufa and pledge oath of allegi- 
State but will be reduced to the ance to Yazid’s governor Ibn 
personal property of the king. So Ziyad. On 7th of Muharram, food 
Husain’s decision was clear and and water was also stopped. He, 
firm: He would not surrender to his family members and his fol- 
Yazid. * lowers who in all were no more 

Imam Husain was in Medina than 72 now, were starved and 
when Yazid was installed as a deprived of water. These 72 for 
caliph on death of his father whom Islam was'much dearer 
Mu'awiyah. Yazid immediately than life, were vying with each 
instructed his governor in Medina other to be martyred in the cause 
to secure Husain’s oath of allegi- of Islam. On 10th of Muharram, 
ance (bay'ah) as he knew without hungry and thirsty, they were set 
Husain’s endorsement of his cal-’ upon by the forces of Yazid and 
iphate pious Muslims would not each one of Husain's followers 
accept him as caliph and hence he fought heroically until death. They 
would have no legitimacy. Imam embraced death most cheerfully 
Husain, as pointed out, could not rather tl.an surrender to Yazid and 
endorse counter-revolution by his counter-revolutio^. Husain too 
endorsing Yazid’s regime. He met this most tragi6 end. 
refused governor’s invitation for However, these martyrs' blood 
pledging loyalty to Yazid and gave new lease of life to Islamic 
instead left, with some of his family revolution. Jusain and his follow- 
members and faithful followers, for ers died but Islam remained. After 
Mecca. For the time being he all Islam was more important for 
thought it to be safe haven as, humanity than few lives. These 
according to Islamic principles, no martyrs, though physically dead, 
one could be killed in that holy city, are spiritually alive. They are 
Husain had other plans too. He known as shuhada which means 
had recieved scores of letters from witnesses. Are they not witnessing 
Kufa, the erstwhile capital of his until today what they died for? Are 
father’s time. The people of Kufah the Islamic principles not eternal 
had invited him to lead revolution- after all? 


iuch t'azim (reverence) except 
Mlah. He alone is ' greatest, 
-luman beings, whatever their 
social and’economic status, are all 
squal. No one should bow before' 
he other. Abudharr wanted to 
snforce this revolutionary principle 
very strictly. However, he saw that 
it was being flouted in the court of 
Amir Mu'awiyah. 

I t is in this serious digression 
from the revolutionary principle 
of Islam that there lay the seeds 
of tragedy of Karbala. That great 
itragedy cannot be understood if 
we do not take into account this 
erosion of Islamic values which 
began in Syria at the hands of the 
dynasty of Umayyads (Umawis). 

Abudhar could challenge it only 
unsuccessfully. Some people held 
Hazrat Uthman, the third Caliph, 
as responsible for this erosion of 
Islamic values and there was 
massive uprising aaainst him 
which ultimately resulted in his vio¬ 
lent death. It was tha first most 
unfortunate event of early history 
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m, Husain and his 
lam remained. After ~ 
portant for humanity 
>e martyrs, though 
riritually alive. They 
ada which means 
lot witnessing until 
for? Are the Islamic 
fter all? 


! of lsi*m. 'Uthman was followed by 
'Alivfhe fourth Caliph. ‘Ali tried 
his best to enforce Islamic norms 
rigorously but could not make 
I much headway as powerful vested 
1 interests, both economic as well 

( as political, had successfully con¬ 
solidated their position. Hazrat ‘Ali 
had to face a virtual situation of 
civil war in which thousands died. 

Hazrat ‘Ali faced hostility on two 
opposite extremes. On one 
r extreme he faced the rightists who 
opposed his strict enforcement of 
revolutionary principles of Islam, 
specially his attempt to equitably 
distribute wealth in the Bait al-Mal 
(i.e. State Treasury). Many who 
had accumulated riches desired 
privileged status which 'Ali refused 
to acknowledge. The declared 
open war against him. On the 
other extreme there were Kharij- 
ites (seceders and deserters) who 
were mainly Bedouins from the 
desert. They were sort of repre¬ 
sented extreme left who were not 
prepared to take complexity of the 
situation into account and would 
not permit ‘Ali to grapple with his 


opponents on the right. These 
forces were very powerful and 'Ali 
too met with a tragic end. He was 
assassinated by one of the Khar- 
jites. 

His son Imam Hasan suc¬ 
ceeded him. But where ‘Ali failed 
Hasan could not have succeeded. 
Also, Amir Mu'awiyah had by now 
grown into a formidable force and 
even 'Ali found it difficult to meet 
his challenge. He tried to dismiss 
him from the governorship of Syria 
but did not succeed. Instead, 
Mu'awiyah collected forces and 
challenged 'Ali to war which, 
thanks to Mu'awiyah’s clever tac¬ 
tics, resulted in no-victory no- 
.defeat situation for 'Ali. Imam 
Hasan was not given to strife and 
conflict. Moreover, people of Kufa, 
which was the Islamic capital since 
'Ali's time, would not listen to him. 
They were now deeply divided and 
many secretely owing allegiance, 
to Amir Mu'awiyah who richly 
rewarded them for their loyalties. 

Imam Hasan at last had to 
agree to abdicate in favour of 
Mu'awiyah. Mu'awiyah agreed to .. 
fulfill one of the very vital condi¬ 
tions that he would not nominate 
hie son Yazid to Caliphate and 
leave that matter for Muslims to 
decide. For Imam Hasan it was 
very vital conditions as he consid¬ 
ered Caliphate an affair of Muslims 
in true republican spirit. However, 
for Amir Mu'awiyah it was not 
matter of principle but only yet 
another "successful" tactical 
move. Imam Hasan did not live 
long and he was poisoned by his 
wife J’adah allegedly at the 
instance of Amir Mu'awiyah. For 
Mu'awiyah way was apparently 
clear to nominate his son Yazid 
which soon he did. 

The Muslim ‘Ulama, Prophet’s 
companions and historians are 
unanimous that Yazid was far from 
an exemplary Muslim character. 
Most of them describe him as 
debauch who got used to luxuri¬ 
ous way of life and freely indulged in 
drinking, dancing and music. He 
abhored Islamic commitment. He 
was really inclined to pre-lslamic 
ways. In fact installation of Yazid 
as a Caliph was a critical turn in 
the early history of Islam. Yazid, in 
a way symbolised pre-lslamic past 
and his coming to the helm of 
affairs was nothing short of 
counter-revolution. Moreover, 
Amir Mu'awiyah had, by nominat¬ 
ing him, negated the republican 
spirit of Islam. In other words, he 
changed caliphate into kingdom 
which Islam had never approved 
of. 

Most of the companions of the 
Prophet including his wife A'isha. 
opposed Yazid’s nomination by 
Mu'awiyah. All of them thought 
him (Yazid) to be a counter¬ 
revolutionary in character. He was 
simply given to pleasures of flesh. 
How could he become the caliph 
of the Muslims and amir al- 
M'uminin <i.e. oPmmander of the 


While Islamic 
theology proclaimed 
unity of Allah, 
Islamic polity 
sought to establish 
unity of mankind. 
While Allah was 
called Just by the 
holy Quran, the 
Prophet and his 
companions sought 
to create a just and 
exploitationless 
society. While the 
Quran proclaimed 
war (Jihad) against 
oppressors, the 
Prophet and his 
companions engaged 
themselves in 
battles against all 
those who oppressed 
the weak and the 
exploited. Thus 
revolutionary 
Islamic theology 
developed an equally 
revolutionary polity 
in Mecca, Medina 
and other parts of 
Arabia whose 
societies were 
sought to be 
transformed from 
decadent, stagnant 
condition to 
dynamic, change- 
oriented and 
progressive 
societies. 
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RELIGION FOR HUMANITY 


HINDUISM 

Refraining from sinful 
deeds 

A horrendous and detailed 
description of the infernal 
region has been given in the 
Bhagavatham listing various sins 
that a man may indulge in and the 
consequences he has to face. This 
is not intended to create fear in 
men’s mind but only to make them 
desist from committing misdeeds. 
God, through scriptural texts, has 
commanded us not to do certain 
acts. He warns us of the punish¬ 
ment to be meted out in case there 
is a violation of the code of con¬ 
duct. 

But a doubt is raised whether 
there is no way for men to get 
themselves excused for their mis¬ 
deeds, by adopting propitiatory 
methods. There are and they can 
be resorted to but what is the 
guarantee that people will not 
repeat them since it will be diffi¬ 
cult for them to resist temptations 
or yielding to wordly lures? 

The example given in this 
instance is that of the elephant 
which after a fine bath in a river, 
coming out and smearing its entire 
body with sand sucked by its trunk, 
from the shores. The best way is 
to refrain from doing sinful deeds. 

Appropriating another man's 
property or stealing his money, 
deceiving a man, coveting other 
women, showing hostility towards 
parents, eating whatever comes to 
one without sharing it with others, 
failure to perform religious duties, 
committing arson or robbery, 
tendering false evidence in courts, 
doing extravagant and ostenta¬ 
tious exercises only to display 
one's might or proud of their opu¬ 
lence, looking askance at others, 
are sins. To them, the treatment in 
different segments of the hell 
varies. Some will be thrown into 
boiling oil, some asked to embrace 
a hot sheet of iron and some made 
to pass through a small pathway 
on either side of which are trees 
full of leaves which have razor- 
sharp edges. 
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If a person is not 
able to give up 
desire he should 
attempt to fix his 
thoughts on God 
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Realizing the torture a person 
has to undergo, he should totally 
avoid sins or should make amends 
immediately in thought, words and 
deeds. He can do so by practising 
self-discipline, concentration, con¬ 
tinence, control of external organs 
and conduct of prayers. But if he 
is not able to give up desire and 
continues to harbour vicious 
thoughts, he should attempt to fix 
his thoughts on God, never getting 
dissociated from Him, chant God’s 
names and move closely with 
pbus men. 


CHRISTIANITY 

Tit For Tat 


J esus said, "You have heard that 
it has been said: an eye for an 
eye, anrfa tooth for a tooth. But I 
tell you not to resist evil; but if 
anyone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn the other to him also; 
and if anyone wishes to obtain 
judgement against you for your 
tunic, give him your cloak also." 
(Mathew 5, 38) 

Few passages of the New Tes¬ 
tament have more of the essence 
of the Christian ethic in them than 
this one. Jesus begins by citing the 
oldest law in the world—an eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 
That law is known as the ‘Lax Tal- 
ionis", and it may be described as 
the law of tit for tat. It appears in 
the earliest known code of laws, 
the code of Hammurabi who 
reigned in Babylon from 2285 to 
2242 B.C. The law of tit for tat, far 
from being a savage and blood 
thirsty law, is in fact the beginning 
of mercy. Its original aim was def¬ 
initely the limitation of vengeance. 
Earlier if a man of one tribe injured 
a man of another tribe, then all the 
members of the tribe of the injured 
man were out to take vengeance 
on ail the members of the tribe of 
the man who committed the injury. 
This primitive savage law is still 
operative in our country as have 
been evidenced by the periodic 
communal disturbances. ‘Lex Tal- 
ionis’ limits vengeance. It lays 
down that only the man who 
committed the injury must be pun¬ 
ished and that the punishment 
must be no more than the equiva¬ 
lent of the injury. 


Only a person of 
great self-mastery 
can remain 
unruffled in the 
face of calculated 
insult. 
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Jesus abolishes this law of lint- 
ited vegeance and introduces the 
new spirit of non-resentment and 
of non-retaliation. He says that if 
anyone smites us on the right 
cheek we must turn to him the 
other cheek also. There is far more 
here than meets the eye. Suppose 
a right-handed man slaps you on 
your right cheek, he can do so only 
with the back of his hand. That is, 
to add insult to injury. The insult is 
more injurious than the slap. So, 
then, what Jesus is saying is this: 
"Even if a man should direct at you 
the most deadly and calculated 
insult, you must on no.account 
retaliate, and you must on no 
account resent it." 

Only a person of great self- 
mastery can remain unruffled in 
the face of calculated insult. If he 
retaliates he gives victory to hi; 
enemy. 
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SIKHISM 

Conception Of Bir Ras 

"For Bir Ras one has to dis¬ 
card anger and any desire of 
revenge and to be active, 
cheerful and brave—to 
attain these, one has to sur¬ 
render oneself—need for 
self-sacrifice which in turn 
means to be brave and chi¬ 
valrous". 

—Bhai Vir Singh 
Life of Guru Hargobind Singh 


T he martyrdom of Guru Arjan 
was the first and foremost 
turning point in Sikh history. The 
persecution at the hands of the 
Moghuls had begun. So Guru 
Hargobind wore two swords —Miri 
and Piri. He sanctioned the use of 
sword (steel) in the defence of 
Dharma 

j It is recorded that a Maratha 
saint, Ram Dass, who later had 
the,distinction of being tutorto Shi- 
vaji, met the 6th Nanak at Srina¬ 
gar about 1634, who had just 
returned from a hunting excursion. 
jThe saint remarked to Guru ji, "Guru 
Nanak was a tyagi Sadhu—a saint 
who had renounced the world. 
You are wearing arms and keep¬ 
ing an army and horses. You allow 
yourself to be addressed as a 
sacha Padshah —a true king— 
what sort of a sadhu are you?" 
Guru ji replied, "Internally a hermit 
and externally a prince. Arms 
mean protection to the poor and 
destruction to the tyrant. Baba 
Nanak had not renounced the 
world but had renounced maya, 
i.e. self and ego." 


"Internally a hermit 
and externally a 
prince. Arms mean 
protection to the 
poor and 
destruction to the 
tyrant 




Akbar the great was really great 
but his policy of tolerance of non- 
Muslims was not liked by Muslim 
religious heads who later forced 
Jahangirto reverse this policy. So 
the suppression of the Sikhs had 
started and this was to continue for 
hundered and fifty years. This was 
unacceptable to the Sikhs and, 
therefore, Guru Hargobind’ and 
Gpru Gobind Singh desired to 
convert Sikhs into an organization 
of saint-soldiers. 

Another change for which also 
credit goes to the 6th Nanak is that 
in 1609, hardly four years after the 
martyrdom, laid the foundation of 
Akal Takht, in front of Harmandir 
Sahib as a seat to supervise the 
political welfare of his followers. 

A look at the present condition 
of politics in India which has been 
degraded and eroded the founda¬ 
tion of the society in general, 
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ISLAM 

Sadaqa 

"Abu Huraira razl Alla ho an ho 
reported Allah’s Messenger 
(SA W) as saying: while a person 
was going along the path t he 
• found a thorny branch upon it. 
He pushed it to a side and Allah 
approved (This action) of his 
and (as a mark of appreciation) 
granted him pardon." 

(Muslim) 

I slam is the way of Allah. It is the 
way to achieve welfare in life— 
in the world and in the Hereafter. 
That is why its commandments 
open vistas of welfare into the 
individual as well as collective life 
of the people. Even a cursory 
glance at the commandments and 
at the do’s or don'ts of Islam would 
make it too obvious that everything 
harmful to the individual or to the 
society—whatever be the param¬ 
eters is prohibited. The hadis 
quoted above deals the very basis 
of Islam. The Messenger of Allah 
(SAW) said that a person who 
pushed aside a thorny branch 
which might harm athoroughfarer 
was appreciated by Allah. He 
approved his act as noble and 
showered Hisfavour by endowing 
forgiveness on him. The ' -^Jis 
makes two things clear en^Sw^h. 
Firstly, all those acts which help 
man escape trouble is a noble 
deed and it shall be rewarded. 
Secondly, all those acts which 
emperil people is ignoble and 
Allah dislikes them. A believer 
must be too much eager to extend 
welfare in the world and too much 
cautious not to harm others or to 
be a cause of harm to others. 

should open the eye of our 
responsible people that the only 
way of salvation is that politics 
should not be divorced of moral 
and spiritual values for which all 
religions stand. M/r/—temporal 
worldly or political life—should be 
hand-made of Piri—spiritual path, 
and not the other way. No religion 
sanctions greed and grab; c j op¬ 
tion and crime; and no natiorrcan 
hope to rise and shine in full glory 
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The only way of 
salvation is that 
politics should not 
be divorced of 
moral and spiritual 
values 


if it is shorn of all moral sanctions. 
Spirituality is even of a higher stuff 
but our people, whom sages and 
sints have guided for centuries, 
are forgetting the noble teachings 
and for any lapse of these on our 
parts, we are bound to suffer - in 
fact'we are already suffering. How 
truly Guru Nank had said "Ja Ko 
Aap Khuai Karta; Khus Lai Chan- 
gai" (Whosoever God wants to 
destroy, He takes away goodness 
from him). 

*s- 

—Tanjlt Singh (Retd. Principal 
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J anmashtami 


Avtar Of Abounding Love 


T he Indian calendar is a 
long procession of coun¬ 
tless festivals. These fes¬ 
tivals enliven the social 
life of the country and unite the 
people by bringing them together 
in joyful celebrations of significant 
moments. Festivals are a means 
through which the people express 
their zest for living, delight in 
nature and love of pageantry. 
These festivals either have their 
origin in religion, myths and 
legends of popular faith or com¬ 
memorate the birthdays of national 
heroes or an occasion to felicitate 
the contingency of change in the 
eternal cycle of seasons. 

Janmashtami is celebrated all 
over India as the birthday of Lord 
Krishna, one of the incarnations of 
.Vishnu—the preserver in the great 
Hindu Trinity, Brahma being the 
Creator and Shiva the Destroyer. 
Mahabharata and Ramayana are 
the two epics which have greatly 
influenced the Hindu life. The main 

q_.acter in Mahabharata is 

Ki,onna. The Bhagavat Gita which 
is the quintessence of the Hindu 
view of life is contained in the 
Mahabharata. Bhagavad Gita is 
the written version of the speech 
delivered by Lord Krishna to 
Arjuna, rather the Pandavas, on 
the bettlefield when they were hes¬ 
itant to fight with their opponents 
who happened to be their broth¬ 
ers also. 

Janmashtami, which is cele¬ 
brated with great pomp and show 
especially in Mathura and Vrinda- 
van, the birth place of Krishna, 
ushers in the festive season. The 
exact time of celebration is mid¬ 
night for the Lord was born at this 
hour. The devotees keep fast on 

r : - day which is broken only after 
birthtime. According to the 
Hindu mythology the god Vishnu 
was to take ten avtars; Matsya 
(Fish), Kurma (Tortoise), Varaha 
(Boar), Narsimha (Man-lion), 
Vamana, Parasurama, Sri Ram, 
Balram, Sri Krishna and Kalki 
which is expected in the present 
Kali Yug. Whenever sins multiply, 
Vishnu had to descend on earth to 
destroy calamities. In the Dvapara 
Yug when the world was in a state 
of turmoil Krishna appeared to 
redeem mankind. 

According to the scriptures the 
seventh incarnation of Vishnu, 
Rama had charmed the world to 
such an extent that even the small 
living creatures like the birds, 
insects, and plants longed to be 
near him. The Lord addressed 
them saying that it was impossi¬ 
ble for him to fulfil their wishes as 
he was married and ■ therefore 
commanded faithfulness from his 
spouse. He promised to recipro¬ 
cate their feelings when he takes 
birth as a cow-herdess. Krishna's 
complexion is blue,symbolic of his 
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progenitor, Vishnu. He is always 
associated with a peacock feather, 
symbolic of his abounding love for 
all humanity, a flute and a bowl of 
butter which symbolize the Uni¬ 
verse. An inevitable part of Jan¬ 
mashtami celebrations at many 
places is an exciting contest rem¬ 
iniscent of the Butter-stealing 
prank in the Krishna legend. A pot 
containing butter, curds or cash is 
hung at a height of 20 to 30 feet 
in the fair ground and offered as 
prize to anyone who can reach it 
without using a ladder. A captivat¬ 
ing folk dance, Dandiya Ras, and 
singing of bhajans mark the occa- 


The spiritual reality of 
Krishna Leela .is an 
undying pledge of Love 
between the lover and 
the beloved—the God 
and the devotees 


Although Rama and Krishna are 
the avfarsof the same god Vishnu, 
their personalities differ altogether. 
The difference in personalities is 
a reflection of the different ages in 
which they were born. The time of 
their birth and the season in which 
they were born is also mirrors in 
their personality. Rama was more 
of an ideal man who obeyed his 
elders listened to his counterparts 
and those who we're younger to 
him and generally is associated 
with calmness, love, right thought 
and right action. Whereas Krishna 
is more of a manipulator and a 
shrewd diplomat who had a deep 
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insight into the human psyche. He 
was articulate enought to argue in 
a logical and convincing manner. 
His words are like sermons which 
will guide humanity eternally. The 
epic Mahabharata which is a 
record of his sermons abounds in 
meaning. It contains answers to all 
the plausible questions that could 
be raised regarding the very exis¬ 
tence of mankind. Even Mahatma 
Gandhi, writing in Young India 
said, 'When disappointment stares 
at me, I go back to the Bhagavad- 
gita. I find a verse here and a 
verse there and I immediately 
begin to smile in the midst of 
overwhelming tragedies*. 

Krishna gave rise to a cult which 
is known as the 'Krishna Cult’. For 
he attracted, fascinated and 
inspired the maximum number of 
poets, musicians, dancers, paint¬ 
ers, sculptors, ideologists, artists, 
historians, scholars and devotees 
the world over. Tine Krishna 
Leelas, the divine pastimes of the 
Lord and the Gopis, are spiritual 
realities, an undying pledge of love 
between the lover and the beloved 
or the God and the devotees. 
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T he Eid-ul-Azha is meant 
to commemorate the final 
sacrifices of Hazrat Ismail 
by Hazrat Ibrahim (Peace 
upon both the Prophets) at the 
instance of God, as understood 
and attempted by the "Father of 
Prophets”, though it did not actu¬ 
ally take place. 

But, initially, Hazrat Ibrahim had 
to undergo the ordeal of fire, for his 
faith in only one God. The tyrant 
of the day had prescribed this 
ordeal for the Prophet of God. This 
historic event has become sym¬ 
bolic, for centuries. The trials and 
tribulations the faithfuls have had 
to undergo, all over the world, 
down the ages, are their ordeals 
of fire, at the*hands of their 
oppressors. 


Gazette 
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The Ordeal Of Fire 


Test And Trial 

T he faithfuls have to pass this 
test and trial, at every critical 
juncture of history, and prove to 
the world the truth and strength of 
their belief. So that they may live 
in honour threafter and work as an 
effective social force *or the 
improvement of the society to 
which they belong. This test is par¬ 
ticularly held, when the social con¬ 
dition deteriorates in any age and 
country. As a result, the land, at a 
given time, stands on the brink of 
annihilation. Then only very 
staunch and dedicated characters, 
inspired with amission in life, may 
come forward, braving all dangers 
and taking all the risk, to rescue 
the beleaguered country and give 
it a fresh lease of life. 

This is a universal fact of history, 
rescuing frequently and warning 
man against his excesses. 

The Muslims are faced with this 
test of fire in modern times for 
many decades. Iqbal sensed this 
situation, in his own time, and 
declared that the progeny of 
Hazrat Ibrahim was confronting 
the ordeal of fire, once more in his¬ 
tory. So, he questioned, "If some¬ 
one intends to test someone, 
again"? He meant that God was. 
again putting the faithfuls on test 
Consequently, the Muslims had to 
pass the test, true spirit of their 
faith and in the best tradition of 
their community. The problem was 
how to succeed in the trial. Iqbal 
answered in the following lines: 

Even today, if the belief of Ibra¬ 
him shown, 

The fire may be turned into a 
garden. 

Thus, both the problem and the 
solution have been, very aptly and 
meaningfully, stated for the Mus¬ 
lims of modern times, all over the 
world. From Labanon to Afghani¬ 
stan and from Palestine to Bul¬ 
garia, the tyrants of the lands have 
put the progeny of Hazrat Ibrahim 
to the ordeal of fire. 

All the countries and the. soci¬ 
eties concerned are on the brink 
of utter destruction and the Mus¬ 
lims therein are passing the test of 
fire. Generalizing the analogy, one 
can say, the whole world has been 
set on fire, in our days, as all the 
mundane ideologies have failed to 
save mankind from the fatal con¬ 
sequences of its own sins of deny¬ 
ing God and violating the code of 


moral conduct prescribed by Him. 
Be it class conflict, or caste ten¬ 
sion, or communal strife, all the 
destructive diseases have been 
unleashed by unbelief and immo¬ 
rality. 

The materialistic politics of 
power have produced parties, 
which are struggling with one 
another only for supremacy and 
monopoly. So that they may come 
into a position to exploit all the 
resources of economy and polity, 
simply for the vindication of their 
selfish interests and the enjoyment 
of their personal desires. 

A luxurious standard of life has 
become the sole ideal of life for all 
classes, castes, communities, and 
parties. The immense resources of 
science and technology are being 
employed by all the nations, with¬ 
out any exception, merely for piling 
up the most lethal weapons. 

Every nation, in this international 
age, is afraid of annthefmnlion. 
None trusts none. There is a 
crisis of confluence m xne Mge ui 
Reason and Enlightenment. Con¬ 
sequently, the worst kind of obscu¬ 
rantism is prevailing, spreading 
and increasing, mi the uncepts of 
liberty, equality, and fraternity have 
been distorted perverted, and 
subverted. 


There is not a single state work¬ 
ing for social justice. Nor is there 
any leader to whom modern man 
may look up for guidance. 
Whether capitalist or Socialist, 
democratic or despotic, all the 
nations are chauvinist and jingoist. 

The weaker sections of human¬ 
ity is being suppressed in all the 
countries. Those professing non¬ 
violence are the most violent. 
Those parading as tolerant are the 
most intolerant. 

In this scenario, the Muslims are 
on the front, as they are the Iasi 
community commissioned with the 
message of God to justify His 
ways to men and lead them to the 
right path. Whatever is happening 
in the modern world is due to the 
fact that the Muslims have not 
been able to discharge their cosmic 
duty. 

They have not only neglected 
the universal mission entrusted to • 
them. Their own behaviour is not 
up to the mark. Their character 
has weakened, as a result of 
which they are not fighting the 
widespread injustice against 
themselves as well as the whole 
mankind. 

Struggle in the way of God 
("Jihad fi Sabililah") is the ideal of 
life, according to Islam, for both the 
individual and the community. The 
Muslims have certainly failed to 
live up to this ideal. They are, 
instead, competing with others in 
just raising their standard of living. 
They also, like others, are hank¬ 
ering after luxuries, rather than 
being contented with facilities. 

This materialistic competition in 
the Muslim society has naturally 
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Only an 
exemplary 
conduct of the 
Muslims is 
expected to 
extricate the 
modern world 
from the morass 
into which it has 
bogged down 
and is sinking 
deeper and 
deeper. The 
Indian Muslims 
have to come 
forward and 
prepare to lead 
the country 
along the right 
path and to its 
real destination 


engendered conflicts, like in othei 
societies. There is no unity of pur¬ 
pose among the Muslim States. 
The Islamic Iran making friendship 
agreement with Communist 
Russia, over the corpses of 
Afghan Mujahideen, just like Syria 
butchering or getting butchered 
the Palestinians, are cases in poin 
of betrayal of the Islamic cause in 
the present age. 

The Indian Muslims apart from 
bickering among themselves, 
have shirked their ideological 
responsibility to protect the down¬ 
trodden and depressed people o* 
this land. Equality and fraternity 
had been once, in the mediaeval 
period, introduced into feudal Jndia 
by the Muslims. 

But now, in spite of all the offi¬ 
cial welfare schemes, caste riots 
have broken out in alarming pro 
portions! Even the backward 
castas, gaining affluence and 
power, economically and politi¬ 
cally, have turned into tyrants 
against their poor and- weaker 
compatriots called Harijans. 

The communal riots against the 
Muslims themselves may well be 
taken as a kind of warning against, 
their failure to fulfil their historic 
mission in a land assigned to them 
centuries back. 

Hence, the ordeal of fire for 
Muslims and the whole of mankind 
in the present-day world. Belief in 
God and His cosmic scheme of 
things, as shown by Prophet Ibra¬ 
him, thousands of years back, it 
first and most urgently required to 
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face this ordeal. The Islamic ideo¬ 
logy and system of life, finally pro¬ 
pagated by the last Prophet of God 
(peace upon him) is then to be 
adhered to, totally and practically. 

The tenents of the faith are to be 
reasonably interpreted and pro¬ 
perly applied, for this purpose, to, 
all the diverse problems pestering 
human beings, in all walks of life. 

Exemplary Conduct 

T his Islamic community, 
throughout the world, what¬ 
ever the material condition of its 
members, has to emerge as a 
moral force for social justice in the 
society to which it belongs, what¬ 
ever the country in which the 
members of the community are 
living. 

Only an exemplary conduct of 
the Muslims is expected to extri¬ 
cate the modern world from the 
morass into which it has bogged 
down and is sinking deeper and 
deeper, faster and fast r. The 
Indian Muslims, by virtue of their 
history, geography and demogra¬ 
phy, have to come forward and 
prepare to lead the country along 
the right path and to its real des¬ 
tination. 

This would be a tryst with des¬ 
tiny, for which the hour of truth has 
come. Any attempt at a commu¬ 
nal projection of Muslims, at this 
juncture, would not be helpftig '■ 
the cause of Islam, at the gi« .< 
time and piace, as it has not been 
at any time and place. And the fate 
of Muslims is, has been, and will 
be bound with Islam, as their only 
and whote way of life 
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Morale: 

A No-Compromise Aspect 


A rmy life has always 
been thrilling. Excite¬ 
ment paraded through 
the rough and smooth 
layers of the mind during all my 
hay-days in the Defence Service. 
Now I am surprised that many a 
criticism has been levelled against 
the performance of the Army in Sri 
Lanka and elsewhere recently. Its 
senior officers are commented 
upon by some columnists of 
newspaper^ in such a manner that 
it would never touch reality. The 
IPKF suffered in the island nation 
of Sri Lanka was pot because of 
the army officers’ Five-Star style of 
living, but-the highhandedness of 
the politicians. One should always 
realize the fact that it is quite nat¬ 
ural to have such a high casualty 
while troops are in far-off lands. It 
will take time to seize the initiative. 

The standard of living in the 
army has never been miserable. It 
has been rather wonderfully soo¬ 
thing and enjoyable and commen¬ 
surate with the army’s overall 
eff‘ sncy, discipline and 
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By Lt. Col. Manohar Singh (Retd.) 


moral9—a motivation for people to 
join the force. About the senior off¬ 
icers' 1 integrity, it has always been 
above ordinary imagination. 

Regarding the behaviour of 
commanding officers, I have per 
sonal experience of commanding 
a battalion in Nathula and Bomb- 
dila and have had the honour to be 
AA&QMG (dealing with 
administration - ACRs, discipline 
and morale) of a mountain divi¬ 
sion, 33 corps and western com¬ 
mand from 1964 to 1971. By virtue 
of these, I could say with pride that 
no commanding officer lacked in 
character and stooped themselves 
low to earn favourable ACRs.- 

There is a general belief that the 
troops of the Indian Army pay for 
the entertainment of the senior off¬ 
icers. In fact, the money is not 
spent from the regimental funds. 
The source of income to the offic¬ 
ers' mess is the subscription paid 
by the officers and the authorized 
portion ’of unit canteen profits, 
which are laid in army orders 15% 
for the officers’ mess and 75% for 
their regimental funds to be spent 
on Jawans’ welfare and unit func¬ 
tions. 

One of the most important point 
is that every unit commander gives 
out the details of expenditure of 
regimental funds in his monthly 
’darbar’. And if any officer, JCO or 
Jawan has any observation, it is 
recorded and answered. No doubt 
that the regimental funds are not 
auditable by the Controller of 
Defence Accounts (CDA), but 
these are regularly audited by the 
unit boards of officers and every 
formation commander checks 
these regularly. There is no 
chance of any fraud or misuse of 
funds by the commanding officers 
since the funds are raised from 
unit resources for the benefits of 
the units. Therefore, commanding 
officers are equipped with this dis¬ 
cretionary power. As central gov¬ 
ernment does not allot any budget 
to this fund, the CDA naturally has 
no role to play here. 

Regarding the welfare of the 
Jawans, especially their messing,. 
leave, living conditions and health, 
from the commanding officers to 
senior formation commander at 
every level, special attention is 
paid as it has direct bearing on 
morale, discipline and fighting effi¬ 
ciency of the units. It would-notbe 
wrong to say that only a few in the 
civil life can afford the quality of 
food that a Jawan is provided with. 

The interest of Jawan is never 
undermined while he is in service. 
What happens to him after his 
retirement is a concern of civil 
administration. The state of Indian 



Army should be judged from Gen-, 
eral Zia's talk (Operation Topac) to 
•his people that Paksitan cannot 
afford to have a straight fight with 
India. He said, "finally, I wish to 
caution you once again that it will 
be disastrous to believe that we 
can take on India in a straight con¬ 
test" This is the shape in which 
the Indian Army continues to be. 

Considering the recent criti¬ 
cisms on the Annual Confidential 
Report, I have some suggestions 
to offer. The system of Annaul 
Confidential Report cannot be 
eliminated as it is required to 
apprise the officers their weak 
points to rectify and also it is used 
before one is promoted. Therefore, 
supersession cannot be avoided, 


but it should not be out of propor¬ 
tion, which it seems to be so. This 
causes a drag on the Army by the 
disgruntled officers, which must be 
removed to ensure the fighting 
efficiency of the Army. Therefore, 
the government should give mon¬ 
etary insentive for such officers to 
take premature retirement to be 
compensated for losing service 
benefits, and could rehabilitate 
themselves. It must be appreci¬ 
ated that the army personnel give 
up their certain civil rights and 
accept the strict discipline of their 
service, hoping that their rights will 
be safe in the hands of thier Chief 
of Army Staff. The government 
must act in a manner that it ena¬ 
bles the Chief of Army Staff to loo- 
kafter the welfare of serving as 
well as retired Army personnel, as 
such accept his recommenda¬ 
tions, enhancing the status of lea¬ 
dership. 
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CHILDREN/STUDENTS 



PROFESSOR WORDS 


Five Facts About Ice Cream 


Consensus of Opinion— 
Consensus 

The phrase consensus of opinion 
is common enough, but it is 
redundant. Consensus alone 
Imeans agreement of opinion. "The 
consensus of politicians is that the 
National candidate will win.” 'The 
consensus of the meeting was in 
.favour of modification." 

Easier—More Easily 

The adjective easier is often mis¬ 
used for the adverbial phrase. 
more easily. Correct uses are: 
"You work is easier than mine"; 
"You learn more easily than 1." 

Recollect—Re-collect 
Recollect means recall to mind 
and re-collect means collect again. 
"I shall haveJo_re-cqliertmyscatj; 
isred boon uefore I can reflect 
the-source of that passage." 

Slow Up-r-Slow Down 
Both expressions are used in 
signs. Slow down is now gener¬ 
ally preferred because it is more 
I logical and contrasts better with 
' speed lip. 


Martyr-Victim 

Martyr is often misused to mean 
victim, as "This accident adds 
another to the long list of martyrs 
to the automobile." A martyr is one 
who voluntarily sacrifices himself 
for a cause. A victim is one who 
is injured or killed by another. 

Materialize - Take Place 

Materialize is often misused for 
apear, come, happen, or take 
place, as "The paper didn’t mater¬ 
ialize this morning"; "Your party 
didn’t materialize, did it?” Materi¬ 
alize is properly a philosophycal 
and spiritualistic term meaning to 
invest thought or spirit with objec¬ 
tive form."” 

Meet - Meeting 

Meet is properly a verb meaning 
to come into connection, contact, 
or proximity. Meeting is a noun 
meaning a gathering or an 
assembly. The use of meet as a 
noun is sports jargon, as "a meet 
(i.e. tor hunting) and "a race meet." 



Booktish People 


Blblioclast—Someone who destroys booKs. 

Blblioklspt—Someone who steals books. 

Bibliomaniac—Someone who has an exaggerated love of books. 
Blbllopegist—Someone who binds books; a bookbinder. 
Blbllophage—Someone who reads a lot of books. 
Bibliophile—Someone who loves books. 

Blbllophobe—Someone who doesn't like books. 

Bibliopole—Someone who sells rare books. 

Blbllotaph—Someone who hoards books. 


Every - All 

Every is often misused for all, as 
"Every human being has this in 
.common." Say "All human beings 
have this in common." 

Evidence - Testimony 

Evidence is often confused with 
testimony. Testimony is the affir¬ 
mation or declaration of a person, 
or of a thing personified. The one 
who gives testimony is usually 
either a witness of a particular fact 
or an authority on the subejct con¬ 
cerned. Evidence is direct or 
immediate grounds for belief. Thus 
the facts themselves constitute 
evidence, while some persons’ 
statements about those facts con¬ 
stitute testimony. 

Every Place - Everywhere 

Every place is vulgar for every¬ 
where. Say "I hunted everywhere 
for a pencil"; "He seems to have 
been everywhere." 


Memoranda - Memorandum 

The plural form memoranda is 
more familiar than the singular 
memorandum and is often errone¬ 
ously used in its stead, as Til 
make a memoranda of that". 
Memorandums is a correct but 
less-used plural. 

Please - Will You Please? 

The imperative or optative please 
is now usually taken as short for 
"if you please, "will you please," 
"if it please you," or "may it please 
you." This use of please is informal 
and familiar. Before an infinitive 
please is equivalent to be pleased, 
as "Please (to) come early" means 
"Be pleased to come early.” 


Boiling Water 



W ater will boil anywhere, but 
it boils at different temper¬ 
atures in different places. For 
example, it will boil at a lower tem¬ 
perature up a mountain than at 
eea level. 

“ The boiling point of water is the 
temperature at which its vapour 
.pleasure becomes equal to the 
outside atmospheric pressure. 

as the atmospheric pressure is 
always changing so the boiling 


point of water will vary from day to 
day. Water boils at 100° Centi¬ 
grade only when the atmospheric 
pressure outside is at the "stand¬ 
ard” value. 

At Quito in Ecuador, which is 
about 2,700 metres (or 8,800 feet) 
above sea level, water boils at 
90° Centigrade. 

People who explore in mountai¬ 
nous regions find a pressure- 
cooker very useful. The time 


required to cook foou can be 
greatly reduced if the boiling point 
of the water is raised. The 
pressure-cooker does this, since il 
is an aluminium container fitted 
with a sealing ring but with a 
loaded pin-valve which allows 
steam to escape. The valve can be 
set at varying pressures, enabling 
the food to be cooked at a tem¬ 
perature of about 120° Centi 
grade. 


1. The ancient Chinese were the first people to add flavoring 
to snow and eat this Icy concoction. 

2. Macro Polo returned to Europe from China In the 13th cen¬ 
tury with a recipe for Ice milk. 

3. Thomas Jefferson popularized Ice cream, his favourite 
dessert, in the US during his presidency (1801-1809). 


4. Ice cream cones were’lnvented at the St.Louls World’s Fair 
in 1904. A vendor selling Ice cream ran out of dishes. A 

pastry-s eller rolled up one of his wafers and asked the 
vendor to put Ice cream In IL Together, they sold the first 
Ice cream cones. 

5. The immigrants who' arrived on Ellis Island, New York, In 
the early 20th century were served Ice cream at their first 
American meal. Some of them were confused by the new 
food and spread it on their bread. 


BLUNDER 

Wrestler Who Beat Himsetf 

his 





American wrestler, Stanley Pinto, mat for three seconds—and was 
got tangled up in the ropes during declared the loser. His opponent 
one of his bouts, in his attempts to was nowhere near him at the tipe. 
get out he put his shoulders on the ! 


STILL IN MYSTERY 



As he walked towards the Fox and 
Hounds Inn near Northampton 
one winter’s day in 1940, George 
Dobbs saw a car coming along the 
snow-bound road. Approaching 
the car, from the opposite direc¬ 
tion, was a man on a bicycle. The 
man appeared to have no head. 

The car driver did not seem to 
see the cyclist, but continued to 
head straight towards him. Within 
seconds tl\e qar had passed. 
George was convinced that the 


cyclist must have been hit, and he 
ran over to help. But the cyclist 
was nowhere to be seen! 

When he arrived at the inn, 
Dobbs told his friends about his 
strange experience. Then one of 
his friends, the local gravedigger, 
said, 'There was an accident at 
that spot 25 years ago. A cyclist 
was knocked off his bike in deep 
snow—the accident severed his 
head.’ 


—Compiled by AC Razia 
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F rancis Bacon is consid¬ 
ered as father of English 
■essays. He was born in 
156l'and he died in 1626. 
He lived in the age of Renais¬ 
sance. The age in which the great 
revolution of learning, which 
started in Italy in the 13th century 
and came to England in the 
second half the 14th century, 
reached full blooming. The 
Renaissance spirit means asceti¬ 
cism and an increasing beauty of 
life. The age of Bacon was, there¬ 
fore, an age of materialism and 
enjoyment of life to the brim. The 
people believed in the moto eat, 
drink and be merry. Bacon’s 
essays are full of counsel for 
worldly progress and they are 
equally filled with wisdom, learn¬ 
ing, shrewdness and they are of 
immense importance to a young- 
man who seeks success and pro¬ 
gress in his life. 

Bacon was as wise as Solomon. 
He had microscopic eyes to watch 
the world minutely and shrewdly 
and no one could look with an eye 
of suspicion regarding his wisdom 
and he shows tremendous insight 
in understanding the problems of 
men in the day-to-day affairs of 
life. Legouis is right when he says, 
"It is the art of success among 
man which is the subject of his 
essays, he points man to the part 
should play on the stage of 
^^social life" these sayings have 
become household proverbs. 
Hudson says, "Beyond any other 
books of the same size in any 
literature they are loaded with the 
ripest wisdom of experience". The 
wisdom these essays contain is of 
great importance in practical life. 

Bacon’s essays are great. They 
are the result of his personal 
experiences. His own image 
reflects in his essays, they are not 
from any book but from his own 


FRANCIS BACON’S ESSAYS 

Pearls of Wisdom 


By Parminder Singh Gujral 


life, personality and as Bacon him¬ 
self said, they come home to our 
business and blossom. These 
essays serve as torch-bearers to 
youngmen of today and provide 
useful guidelines to them as to 
how they shpuld start their lives 
and how they can make their lives 
purposeful and fruitful and how 
they can avoid errors and achieve 
success and fame in life. Even the 
critics have showered a rainfall of 
praises on Bacon. Matthieson 
says, "The essays have won him 
a place apart, and are the source 
of his fame with the world at large". 
Legouis opines, "the essen¬ 
tial good of his essays lies, in the 
density of thought and expression, 
the frequent brilliancy of the poetic 
images inserted never as orna¬ 
ments but always to emphasize an 
idea, and the impressive loftiness 
of the oracular tone". Macaulay 
say, "It is by the essays that Bacon 

is best known to the multitude.- 

they have moved the world". 

Hudson says, "Extraordinary 
insight and sagacity are their sal¬ 
ient qualities, beyond perhaps any 
other book of the same size in any 
literature they are loaded with the 
ripest wisdom of experience". This 
shows that even the critics of 
Bacon had no doubt about his 
genious and intellect. 

What Bacon has said is not dis 
covered in books. We can prove 
this with few examples of his pop- 
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Camp Is For 
Camping 


i timed from page 16 
iy hi the international circuit 
against those who are 21 or far 
superior in terms of technique and 
court craft. The experience gained 
at international level is more useful 
than the tips of the national coach. 

Besides, Vimal has had to suffer 
a lot on account of these coaching 
camps. About more than six 
months in a year, he has to play 
badminton in European circuit and 


than a blessing. 

Perhaps, BAI (Badminton Asso¬ 
ciation of India) will counter it with 
another logic. Where is the money 
to send the players for participa¬ 
tion in international tournaments? 
All the decisions of BAI depend 
heavily on the funds provided by 
the government. And the Govern¬ 
ment releases funds only for the 
conduct of the nationals or for the 


About more than six months in a year 
Vimal has to play badminton in European 
circuit and the rest of the period is to be 
spent in the camps here. So where is the 
time to rest and think over the latest trends 
in the game 


the rest of the period is being 
spent in these camps. So where 
is the time to rest and think over 
the latest trends in the game. A 
player becomes stale during the 
long-period camps and by the time 
the main competition starts, he 
loses his interest. In other words, 
such camps prove more of a curse 


ular essays. 

In Essay on friendship, he says, 
"For there is no man that impart- 
eth his joys to his friend, but he 
joyeth the more, and no man that 
imparteth his griefs of his friend but 
he grievth the less". He also says 
that a friend is one to whom yoii 


can open your heart—"A friend is 
another himself". 

In Essay on marriage and single 
life, he says, unmarried men are 
best friends, best masters, best 
servants, but not always best'sub- 
■ jects, for they are light to run away, 
and almost all fugitives are of that 


condition. 

In Essay on truth, he says, "Cer¬ 
tainly it is heaven upon to have a 
man’s mind move in charity, rest 
in providence, and turn upon the 
poles of truth". And he says that 
falsehood adds spice to like and 
shows usefulness at several occa¬ 
sions. therefore, "A mixture of alie 
oth ever add pleasure". Bacon 
compares truth with a pearl which 
is a symbol of daylight and false¬ 
hood to a diamond. He says, 
"Truth can come to the price of a 
pearl that sheweth best in daylight 
but it shall never rise to the price 
of a diamond or, carbuncle that 
sheweth best in varied lights. 
Indeed Francis Bacon is a geni¬ 
ous and has been truelly called 
I Father of Eng lish essays. 


coaching camps before the start of 
an important international compe’- 
tition. 

Hence, to raise the standard of 
badminton in the country, BAI has 
no other option but to announce 
one camp after the other. And this 
is what irritates Vimal Kumar, the 
national champion. Do you get it? 


AN APPEAL 

HELP THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN OF NOVEMBER 1984 WIDOWS 

The Sikh Forum is providing financial assistance for education of orphan children of the violence since early 1984. Since 
January 1988, this has been transfered to a Trust named "Citizens’ Relief Rehabilitation & Education Fund". This trust 1 
is duly registered and have obtained IT exemption under section 80G of IT Act 1961 at present valid till 30 Nov 1990. 

The sponsoring member/family/organisation who wish to sponsor one or more children will be provided with full par¬ 
ticulars of the child i.e., name, age, sex, present address, grade, school and photograph of the child. Minimum monthly 
stipend required for education a child is Rs. 75/- or Rs. 900/- ($75) annually. The number of children who need this assis¬ 
tance is approximately 1200. We have been able to arrange donors for 910 children as well as for those who may withdraw 
at the end of the year. 

We are approaching you with an appeal to enrol yourself as a donor to sponsor as many children’s education as you 
can for five years, if possible. 

The draft/cheque should be made in favour of "Citizen Rehabilitation & Education Fund" and sent to 3, Masjid Road, 
Jangpura, New Delhi-110014. 


Punjabi Academy Delhi 

I>0 YOU KNOW 

Punjabi Academy is engaged in the development of 
Punjabi literature and Culture as a part of linguistic 
Culture .pf the Union Territory of Delhi. It is hereby 
brought to the notice of all concerned : 

1. That under the Punjabi Language Teaching and 
Development plan, Part Time Punjabi Language Teach¬ 
ers are provided to the Schools under M.C.D./N.D.M.C./ 
Delhi Cantonment Board/Government/Aided/Recognised 
Schools for Teaching Punjabi language to the 
students desirous of learning this language. Besides 
paying fixed remuneration to the part time Punjabi 
language teachers in these schools, the Academy also 
provides free Punjabi books upto Primary Syllabus to the 
students of those institutions where the Part-time 
teachers have been provided by it. For further detdfts 
please contact or write to the Asstt. Secretary (PLT) 
Punjabi Academy. 

2. Punjabi Academy provides a grand opportunity 
for young boys and girls who are willing to participate 
in Punjabi folk/cultural Programme under its Youth 
Programme “UBHARDE KALAKAR”. For more details 
write or contact Youth Programme Organisor, Punjabi 
Academy. 

3 Punjabi Acaderpy has now extended its Sponsored- 
Programme on Vividh Bharti to 3£ hours in a week which 
is brosdeast daily from 6-30 p.m. to 7-00 p.m. For any 
suggestion for improvement in its contents etc. write to 
Programme Advisor, Punjabi Academy. 

Joint Secretary 
Punjabi Academy 
Delhi Administration 
D.D.A. Community Hall, Motia Khan, 
Sadar Thana Road, Pahar Ganj, 
New Delhi - 110 055. 

Phone No. 511675, 516243 
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Inter-Continental Hockey Tournament 

On The Road to Recovery 


By Navin Chand 


O ne of the most striking 
lessons that India learnt 
during the fourth inter 
continental hockey 
tournament played at Madison 
(USA) was not to underestimate 
any opponent. India blundered in 
taking the Canada team lightly in 
the semi-final and paid the penalty 
by losing the match 2-3 and resul- 
tantly finishing third. Netherlands 
were the champions and Canada 
runners-up. 

India had begun well by thrash¬ 
ing France 4-1 in the opening 
match followed with 6-0 annihila¬ 
tion to Chile an'f 2-0 victory over 
Poland. Scoring twelve goals in 
first three matches (while conced¬ 
ing only one) gave a good account 
of Indian hockey players, espe¬ 
cially the forward line, for once, 


seemed to work like a well-oiled 
machine. Jagbir Singh as centre 
forward and Thoiba Singh as left- 
out seemed to be at their peak 
form. 

But the Indian victory streak was 
too good to last for long. An air of 
complacency crept into the Indian 
players. Resultantly, India had to 
struqale fn even draw the match 


outing against New Zealand, India 
managed to down the Kiwis 2-0 
and top the pool-B. Both India and 
New Zealand are former Olympic 
champions. 

The victory over Kiwis ensured 
India to qualify for the next world 
cup scheduled for next February 
in Lahore. Just after the enriching 
experience in Holland earlier this 


In the semi-final against 
Canada, who had finished number 
two in pool A, Indian team domi¬ 
nated the mid-field play but the ter¬ 
ritorial advantage could not be* 
converted into figurative ascen¬ 
dancy. Amazingly, India were 
down 1-2 till the last five minutes 
of the game. India could ill afford 
such a complacency. As the 


It is true that Indian hockey 

is on the road to recovery but the distance ahead is long 
and arduous. The task undoubtedly calls for careful 
planning, imaginative and dynamic approach to consolidate 
the gains, however modest they may be 


against lowly ranked Egypt (who 
finished nineth in the final placings 
of the tournament)—the face 
savmg equalizer (2-2) coming vir¬ 
tually in the last seconds of the 
game off a penalty corner by 
Jagbir Singh. 

The draw against Egypt jolted 
the Indian camp and in the crucial 


Coaching Camps 

Camp Is For 
Camping, 
Not For 
Coaching 


By Navin Chand 


I t is not the tendency in India to 
encourage the players to 
Speak their minds out, albeit, 
one should be caught as a 
victim of the push and pulls of pol¬ 
itics that plays a vital role in Indian 
sports. During the playing days, 
one keeps mum regarding his 
bitter experiences and it. is only 
after the playing days are over that 
he opens his mouth, much to the 
displeasure of the authorities in 
power. 

But Vimal Kumar, the national 
badminton champion, has decided 
to express his views openly in the 
larger interest of the development 
of the shuttle-game in the country. 
It is (o be seen whether the author¬ 
ities take it kindly and listen to his 
suggestions with open ears or 
decide to turn deaf ears or take 
measures to silence him? 

Vimal's first and foremost sug¬ 


gestion is regarding to the usefulness 
of coaching camps. According to 
the badminton champion, the 
camps are hardly of any use to a 
player who has already achieved 
national level. It is merely a wast¬ 
age of time and energy and 
national resources. Hence the 
top-ranked players of the country 
should not be forced to attend the 
so-called eye-wash coaching 
camps. 

One must see Vimal’s point of 
view in the right perspective. Why 
has Vimal chosen to challenge the 
usefulness of coaching camps 
(which have also become a must 
under the Government guide¬ 
lines)? Is he against the national 
chief coach, T.P.S. Puri? Or, he 
intends to advocate the idea of 
foreign coaches? 

No, there is nothing like that. 
Vimal’s point is that instead of 
practising in the camps against 
those who do not measure up to 
the standard of the champion, it 
would be more advantageous to 
Continued on page 15 


year, the national coach M.P. 
Ganesh had been quoted 
as saying, "Our immediate aim is 
to earn a berth in the next world 
cup in Pakistan". Having achieved 
this short-ranged target, our play¬ 
ers preferred to relax rather than 
prepare for the more hectic fixtures 
to follow. 


excitement mounted, India 
achieved the much needed equal¬ 
izer and went into extra time. 

A point that has been stressed 
time and again for the last few 
decades is that Indian players are 
lacking in stamina as compared to 
well-built European players. As a 
result of this, Indian players seems 


to be tiring by the halftime and are 
exhausted by the full time of the 
match. How could the tired out 
Indian players perform during the 
extra time? Indians piled up the 
pressure only to be caught by a 
swift counter attack which resulted 
into a penalty corndr and a goal for 
Canada that sealed the fate of 
Indian hockey. 

Even in the play off for the third 
place, India had to come from 
behind to snatch a 3-2 victory over 
France. 

One can be happy that atleast 
India got qualified for the world 
cup, but is it going to impress the 
majority opinion, which goes by 
the end result? It is true that Indian 
hockey is on the road to recovery 
but the distance ahead is long and 
arduous. The task undoubtedly 
calls for careful planning, imagin¬ 
ative and dynamic approach to 
consolidate the gains, however 
modest they may be. 
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On or oft. Texla Colour 
TVs are a pleasure to 
watch The perfect 
match be'woen State-of- 
the-art colour 
technology and 
aesmetxaiiy appealing 
design 



Painstakingly 
pul together to bring 
you pin sharp picture 
Rich, natural colours 
And strikingly sleek 
extenors! All si a price 
that will please you 
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